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poche issued until the creditors of the State holding | 
of Texas for which duties On imports were specially 
prised, shall first file atthe Treasury of the United States 

oe of all claims against the United States for or on 
gat of said bonds. ' 
The bill having been read a first time— 
Mr, PEARCE asked for its second. reading, and 
addressed the Senate for more than half an |) 
jour in explanation of his plan, a report of which |, 
ili be found with the proceedings on the bill, of |, 
August 7th. 5 

The bill was then read a second time, ordered 
iy be printed, and was made the order of the day || 
for to-morrow. 

THE ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 1} 

Mr. DOUGLAS, 1 now ask that the special | 
order may be considered. 

Mr. YULEE. [t isso late in the day, being 
now near three o'clock, that I move it be post- 

ned until to-morrow. 

The motion to postpone was lost. 

The bill providing for the admission of Califor- 
nia was then taken up, as in Committee of the 
Whole, and there being no further amendment, it 
was reported, as amended, to the Senate, 

Theamendment was concurred in, and the ques- | 
ion was then on ordering the bill to be engrossed | 
for a third reading. 

A discussion ensued which occupied the re- || 
mainder of the day’s sitting; and without coming 
to any decision on the bill, 1] 
The Senate adjourned. 

[The debate will be given in the Appendix.} 
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IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tvuespay, August 6, 1850. | 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


DEBATE ON THE POST OFFICE BILL. | 
The SPEAK ER announced the unfinished busi- || 
ness to be the resolution offered yesterday by the || 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mrz Bayty,] providing 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union on the Post Office appropriation 
bill, should terminate in fifteen minutes after the 
bill should again have been-taken up. A motion 
had been made by the gentleman from Ter.ressee, 
(Mr. Sranron,] to amend the resolution by stri- | 
king out the words ** fifteen minutes,”’ and inserting || 
“two hours;” and pending this amendment, the || 

House had adjourned. 

The question now recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Stanrow, to amend the resolution by striking || 
out “' fifteen minutes,” and inserting ‘* two hours,”’ 1 

The resolution and amendment was read. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the 
amendment which had heretofore been offered by 
Mr. Stanton. 

b The SPEAKER explained the state of the ques- 

10". 

_Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the resola- 
tion and amendment be laid upon the table. 

a question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
alive, 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
ol Mr, Stawron, 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 

oTrer and Duncan were appointed. ~ 

The question was taken, and the vote was de- 
clared to. b es 51, noes 71. 

Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays. 

the SPEAKER put the question, and. twenty- 
‘e voted in favor of the yeas and nays, (noi a 
sufficient number to order them.) 

Tellers on the yeas and nays were demanded 
tnd ordered, and Messrs, Watiace and Oups 
Were appointed, ; 

go, wenty-one members voted in the affirmative. 

we and nays were refused. 
neat )TT demanded the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 
nn ORR submitted, that when the Speaker, in 

Fat lnsiance, counied the members voting to 
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O.) submitted that this was a sufficient number in 


the present state of the House, and called for a 
count of the negatives. 

The SPEAKER said, it was too Jate to make 
the point. The Chair had announced that twenty- 
five was nota sufficient number, and the gentle- 
man should then have called for a count of the 
negatives. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON now renewed the mo- 
tion that the resolution be laid upon the table, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question. was then taken on the motion of 
Mr, Featuerston. 

And the House again decided that the resolution 
should not be laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 


There was asecond. The main question was || 


i} 


ordered, and, having been taken— 

The resolution was adopted. 

So'the House decided that the debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
said bill, should terminate in fifteen minutes after 
it should again have been taken up. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Unidn, but waived the motion at the request 
of Mr. Hammonp. 

ENGRAVING. 


Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on En- 
graving, reported he following resolution; which 


| was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be directed 
10 contract for the engraving and printing of fourteen hun- 
dred sets of the five maps accompanying the message of the 
Presideut, relative to Tigre Island, in the Gulf of Fouseca, 
provided the cost shall not exceed six hundred and seventy 
dollars. 

Mr. BAYLY then renewed the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union—which motion was agreed to. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Thereupon the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
out of the revenues of the Post Office Department 
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| properly its objects, and giving them a direction to 
|| those who were. This, sir, was my sole object. 
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| direct terme. 
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Instead of meeting my inquiry, however, in 
that spirit of courtesy whieh usually distinguishes 
these interlocutions between members on this floor, 
you, sir, and all of us; know bow far the manner 
of the gentleman from Missouri fell short of what 
is always due from one member of this House to 
another. The gentleman from Missouri, by im- 
plication, denounced me as an Abolitionist. te ac- 
corded wel! with the skulking course he has pur- 
sued in this. matter, not to make. this charge in 
It ‘was done by implication. Burt, 
sir, I glory in it—l aman anti-slavery man, or, if 
you please, an Abolitionist. Hetook occasion, at 
the same time, to denounce as another Abolitionist, 


| a distinguished Senator from his own State, whose 


name is identified with the history of the country, 
and in whose high reputation as a man of eminent 
talents and vast attainments as a statesman, we 
ought all to feela just pride, He took occasion, 
standing up here in his place in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to denounce that distinguished citizen, 
who, for the last thirty years, bas been honored 


|| with the confidence of the State of Missouri, asa 





traitor to his country, A man who finds his way 


| to this Hall, and rises here to give expression te 


such a sentiment, and to apply such opprobrious 
epithets to the distinguished citizen who is a mem- 
ber of the legislative branch at the other end of 
this building, is, in my humble judgment, better 
fitted tc become an inmate of a mad-house or an 


| insane asylum then for a seat on this floor. This, 


sir, is my opinion, | use no reproachful epithets; 
I leave them to blackguards and the member from 
Missouri. 

The CHAIR. Order. 

Mr. CROWELL resumed. L intend, Mr. Chair- 
man, to be perfectly decorous and orderly, and to 
deport myself in accordance with the rules which 
ought alwaysto govern our proceedings on this 
floor. If the sentiments uttered by the gentleman 


|| from Missouri. were regurded as consistent with 


for its service during the fiscal year ending June | 


30, 1851. 

Mr. CROWELL rose, and addressed the com- 
mittee to the following effect: Mr. Chairman, it 
is my purpose, in taxing the time of the commit- 


| tee, to submit a few remarks to its consideration 


in relation to the bill now pending. And I am 
induced to do this mainly, though reluctantly, in 


day. My remarks (said he) shall be brief. 
White a member of this House from Missouri 

(Mr. Green} was addressing the committee, and 

denouncing the measure under Consideration on 


tional, | made an inquiry of him, whether the bill 
or bills under which the system was commenced 


approved by Mr. Polk, his political friend, the 
President of the United States at the time they 
were passed? I did this, Me, Chairman, for the 
purpose of poinung his denunciations against the 
friends of the measure whe first brought it for- 
ward, and by whose votea the measure was carried 
through Congress, and the President of the United 
States who upproved it. 1, at the same time, did 
not wish it to be understood that | endorsed the 
declaration that this appropriation was unc >nstitu- 
tional. It may have been mexpedient, but that is 
a different question. bdid not agree with the gen- 


Congress by whom the bill was passed, or the 
President of the United States who approved it, 
were guilty of any violation of the Constitution, 
No, sir. 

such thing. 


that point which involves the appropriation of | 
money to the foreign mail service as unconstitu- | 


| order in replying to them? 
| me witness that | respect and submit to the rules 





tleman from Missouri, that either the members of 


made no such charge; | believed no 
L took the course L did for the pur- 
pose of arresting the denunciations of the gentle- 
man from Missouri against those who were not 


} 


} 


| 
' 


the rules of order, am | not to. be considered as in 
Yes, sir, you can bear 


of order, but I can never respect those who habit- 
ually violate those rules. 

I accosted the gentleman from Missouri in the 
most decorous terms. He turned upon me, and 
replied in a strain of vituperation and abuse cer- 


| tainly not called for either by the tone or the cuar- 
/acter of my inquiry, and such as | have never 


heard in this Hall, except from the gentleman from 
Missouri. But it is perfecthy characteristic of that 
member, and | shall. never hereafter expect any- 


| thing better from that source, 
consequence of what passed in this Hall on yester- || 


The gentleman from Missouri says that the ap- 


|| propriation for this foreign mail service is uncon- 


i 


stitational, and he did not vote for it; and he 


| denounces those who are sworn to support the 


Constitution, as having violated that solemn obli- 
gation, when. they passed the bili for that object. 
He asked me if | voted for that bill. 1 answered 
| him with that prudence which should always char- 


|| acterize the language of one whose acts are on 
and prosecuted up to the present time were not | 


record, I told him that! did not remember with 
| certainty, but that the records would show, I 
| did not wish to rely implicitly on my recollection 
| of the fact, and 1 was desirous not to fall into an 


|| error on my own account, nor to mislead the gen- 


tleman from Missouri, or the committee, in refer- 
| ence. to my course.. Hence | referred to the record 
in this as in all other matters pertaining to my 
official acts, At this reply the gentleman from 
| Missouri became very indignant, and seemed to 
view it with unmitigated abhorrence, and declared 
it tantamount to an admission of guilt on my part. 
| You vored (said he) to rob your constituents, 
| ‘ by aiding in the imposition of a tax on them for 
| * the purpose of paying $1,300,000 for carrying out 
‘contracts made exclusively for the benefit of the 
‘commercial interests. Go heme, after doing this 
| ‘great wrong, and make your peace with your 
‘ constituents !”’ 
Now, sir, there»is scarcely a word of truth in 
this whole statement. [| am naturally of anervous 
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temperament, and am perhaps easily frightened, 
as everybody knows with whom I am acquainted, 
and 1 became anxious to make an explanation 
which would correct the error into which the gen- | 
ueman had been betrayed, But no, sir; he re- | 
fused me that courtesy which, in*the practice of | 
this House, no gentleman on this floor ever re- | 
fuses to another. I appeal to every member of | 
isis House if I am not correct in this statement. | 


| 


It frequendy happens, sir, that a gentleman falls | 
into an error in some statement of facts bearing on | 


the question under consideration. And this is 
sometimes the case with members who pay some | 
regard to the truth, as wellas the member from | 
Missouri. And it has uniférmly been regarded | 
as proper to allow acorrection to be made. | 
was refused this opportunity by the gentleman 
from Missouri, and refused, sir, in such terms aa | 
I must always regret to have heard on this floor. | 
Sir, | was compelled to abandon the effort to cor- | 
rect the blunders and erroneous statements of the 
gentleman from Missouri, for they were full of 


errors and destitute of truth. i] 


He assumed, for example, that I voted for the 
act of 1848. He assumed further, which is en- 
tirely incorrect, that this system of foreign mail 
service commenced at thattime. The swan 
is mistaken in all of these particulars. The pres- 
ent system commenced in the year 1845. It was 
established by the act of the 3d of March of that 
year. And if it was an unconstitutional measure, 
the President, who signed that bill, and the mem- | 
bers who aided in its passage, are equally amena- | 
ble to the charge of having committed a violation | 
of the Constitution. But the member from Mis- | 
souri does not seem capable of appreciating and | 
understanding this fact. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said, he believed the | 
first act was passed in 1844, during the adminis- | 
tration of President Tyler. 

Mr. CROWELL resumed. The system was 
not established until this act was passed; and it 
was approved, as | have said, on the 3d of March, | 
1845. I have taken pains to examine the Journal | 
and the Congressional Globe, to inform myself of 
the proceedings which took place while this act 
was pending. On the passage of the act there ap- | 
pears to have been no division. It provides for | 
the transportation of the mail between the United | 
States and foreign countries, and authorizes the | 
Postmaster General, under the restrictions and | 
provisions of ot laws, to contract for the 
transportation of the 
or own and,the ports of any foreign Power, when- | 
ever, in his opinion, the public interest would be 


thereby promoted. i 
This uct contains a variety of provisions which || 


it Is not necessary for me to recite. 1 refer to it as | 


|| country, at the expense of the agriculiural, 


nited States mail between || 





exclusively to benefit the commercial interests of the 
And, 
| after I shall have succeeded in showing who it is 
| that voted for this atrocious appropriation, om the 

authority of the Journal, | will then say to the 
| member from Missouri, ** Let us both go to our 

homes, and make our peace with our constituents 
| as best we may.”” 

The remarks made yesterday are very briefly 
reported in the Globe. The conversation which 
took place between the gentleman from Missouri 
and myself, is entirely suppressed, and I am in- 
debted to another paper fora ie of what passed 
| between us on that occasion. hen the question 

was taken on the passage of the bill making ap- 

propriations for the support of the navy for the 

year 1849, the vote stood—yeas 105, nays 41. 

(House Journal, page 935-6.) On that bill, which 
| has called forth the indignation and abuse of the 
| gentleman from Missouri, and has evoked his bit- 
| ter denunciation of me and of my course, and the 
supporting of which he deems such an atrocious | 
offence against the Constitution of the United 
States,—on that bill, Mr. Chairman, the name of 
| the gentleman is recorded among the affirmatives, 

and mine stands among the negatives. Though 

the occasion would justify it and the temptation is 

strong, I shall indulge in no denunciations against | 
| the member from Missouri. He has asserted on 
this floor that he did not vote for the appropria- 
tion: the record shows he did. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 believe the gentleman from 
Ohio will find my name also in the negative. 

Mr. CROWELL. ‘The name of the gentleman 
from Missouri furthest from me, is recorded, with 
mine, against the bill. 

The following extract from the last report of the 
Postmaster General, furnishes all the additional 
facts which 1 wish to present on this subject. The 


i 
; 


dates of the contracts, and other interesting facts, | 


may be gathered from it. 


FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE. 

“ The mail service by the way of Southampton to Bremen 
| has been, under the contract with this departnent, carried 
the past year by the steamships Washington and Hermann 
for Lhe sun of two hundret thousand dollars, and the gross 
amount realized in postage trom that service for the year 
ending October 4, was §6),11439. The gross amount 

from ist June, 1847, to October 4, 1848, was $29,082 51. 

* Not ce has recently been received from the proprietors 
that this service will be suspended until February next, in 
order to make the necessary repairs now required fer the 
salety of these steamships. 


|} Tbe mail from Charleston, via Savannah, to Havana, 


| under the contract with this department, has been carried, 
since the ]8th of October, 1848, in the steamer Isabel, with 
a good degree of regularity, at the cost of &35,086 22. No 


|| other foreign mail is carried by contract with this depart- 


ment. 

** By a contract with the Navy Department, made by direc- 
tion of law, provision was made for carrying a mail twice in 
| each month between New York and New Orleans, via 


laying the foundation of our foreign mail service. i Charleston, Savannah, and Havana; and also for like trans- 


The Postmaster General was clothed with large | 
discretionary powers. 


The next act was passed in the following year, ) 


and it authorized the Postmaster General to ad- | 
vance $25,000 towards the transportation of the | 
mail in steam vessels to Bremen. There was no | 
division, I believe, on its passage. 

In the year 1847 there was another law passed 


to establish post offices, and for other purposes. || jowever, been continued, and such arrangements have been 


mare and assurances received, as to give a good degree of || 


On examination of the Congressional Giobe, | do | 
} || Confidence that, with the coeéperation of the Navy Depart- 


not find that there was any division on its fina 
passage. I cannot, therefore, take it upon myself 
to say whe were the persons that voted for or 
against the bill. 

in this way, Sir, the matter stood when I be- 
came a member of this House. 
made, aad which the gentleman from Missouri has 
denounced with so much bitterness, were made 
when Mr. Polk was President of the United States, 
and as such signed the bills—all of them, except 
the first one; and Mr. Cave Johnson, then Post- 
mister General, (and a very good one, too,) gave 
his sanction to the system, and made all the con- 
tracts that are now im existence, | believe. The 
gentieman from Missouri says, that this system, 
instead of being introduced in the Post Office bill, 
was comme in the Navy Appropriation bill, 
in the year 1848. Thisis not so. At that time 
both the gentleman from Missouri and myself held 
seats on this floor. On the passage of that bill, 
containing the appropriation for the foreign mail 
service, there was a division. Let us turn to the 
record, and see who voted for this ufconstitutional 
appropriation of 4,000 for these contracts, 
made, as the gent from Missouri asserts, 


All the contracts | 


H 
! 





| portation between Liavana and Chagres. ‘This was entered 
upon in Deeember, 1848, and has been partially performed, 
| Underatike contract with the Navy Department, steamships 
are cprrying the mails on the Pacific, between Panama and 
{ Calitornia, once in each month. By a treaty, the Government 
of New Granada is bound to transport the mail across the 
| Isthmus. This service, more particularly on the Adantic and 
across the Isthmns, has been very imperfectly performed, 
and the connections have been very unsuccessful. This 
the department bas not been able entirely to remedy, the 
| contyactors not being within its control. Exertions have, 


|; ment, the mails will hereatier receive regular dispatch 
|| through this entire route of great and increasing importance, 
| ‘By the present organization of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, established in 1836, the. mail serviee of the United 
| States is sustained by appropriations entirely from the 
|| money derived from postage. 
« Congress, by the act of March 3, 1847, entitled “An act 
|| providing fur the building ani quipment of four naval steam- 
| ships,”? entered On the policy of encouraging the erection by 
|| individuals of war steamers, so that ou the emergency of 
| & War, they might be ready for public use, Contracts were 
| Ordered and made by the Navy Department for three lines 
}) of war steamers; one from New York via Havana to New 
|| Orleans, and from Havana to Chagres, and one from Pan- 
|| ama to Calitornia and Astoria, and eve between New York 
|} and Liverpool; all which, requiring thirteen war steam- 
ships, were to carry the mail, and to receive when com- 
pleted the sun Of $574.000 per annum from the Treasury. 
Whether this policy is to be continued or extended, is en- 
tirely a question tor Congress; but it seems proper to ob- 
Ssvive, that any Change by whieh this =hull be deciared mail 
service, and this great additional demand be made a claim 
on the Income from postage, will greatly embarrass and de- 
range the operations of the department. So great is the 
cost Of building aud sustaining these vessels, and se.email 
the postagr to be derived theretrom, that it will, if s0 or- 
dered, defeat the present system of sustaining the mails with- 
| in this country; put an end to all extension of its accommo- 
dations, all reduction of postage, and all improvemems of its 
condition. It is much to be hoped that no proposition so 
disastrous in its consequences will be entertained. In any 






|| quired by the treaty to be paid to New Grana 


| 


Great Britain has been carried into full operation 
tions settled in pursuance of the treaty by this 
and the Post Office Department of that country, wi 





cence gc eet iit 






course Congress may think proper to Rage 
SULT ae ae hee pana cotter ne 
as is now done. - we wien & 
“The transportation of the mail across the Isthmus. be: 
in a foreign country, 1s the proper subject-matier of at 
and is hot within the power of this department. It je. 
ever, respectfully 61 ted that this servier, now ee 
the Government of New Granada, is very tardily aaken by 
lessly performed, and the compensation under the wea 
probably inadequate. Reliable information jas he treaty 
ceived that they would willingly yield up this sen" 
new arrangement should immediately be made by stag 
practicable, permitting. this service to be perionmed » ty, if 
selves, but guacantying its protection there, and plac” 
under the direction of this department. Tie tinouns ® it 
, da for carry, 
that mail, being in no Other way provided for hy C.)" 
has been paid by this Stpartine nt " to this dine: Congress, 
‘No steamship has yet been dispatched on the mail 
vice from New York to Liverpool under the contrac a 
the Navy Department, but it is expeeted soon to be q Sam 
* Since the last session of Congress, the postal tr aly ~ 


by regula. 
deparine mt 





ulations have been promulgated. The leading lon 
that arrangement ts, that letters on whieh the postage . 


wholly prepaid, or on which none is paid, pass through y 

mails between the two countries, and are dispate lied av 
delivered in the same manner as if those countries were y,.- 
and an aceoant is kept in each of the postage col-ecieq 4. 
the other, which is periodieally settled. Phe effeer oj thin 
is, that, while the sea-service is alinost entirely perforin 
by the British steamships, the sea-postage belongin: ty them 
makes the balance in accounting largely against ys, The 
operaiion of this is no injury, as We actually receive all yo 
pay; but it is stated in order t explain that now ali this 
po-tage goes into the account Of postage received jn this 
department, and to swell its apparent amount, when i: js 
subject always to the annaal reduction Of this balance pay- 


| able to Great Britain. Whenever out mail Steamships shai} 


perform service between New York and Liverpool, whieh 
is s00n expected, it will tend to correct this balance, The 
efforts to extend this arrangement through England ang 
France have not been succe-sful.” 

My purpose is now answered. 1 have exposed 
the errors into which the member from Missouri 
| had fallen—tI will not say knowingly, for | think 
he is entirely innocent of much accurate knowledge 
on this or any other subject—and have shown 
that his bitter denunciations apply to bis own 


|| course and his own conduct, and not mine. And 


| here, sir, 1 will leave this modern Haman sus- 
pended upon the gallows which his own hands 
| have made for another, and dismiss the whole 
| matter as unworthy of further consideration. 

| The time allotted for the general debate having 
| closed, the Chairman’s hammer fell, 

| And Mr. Crowe. resumed his seat. 

Under the rule, the gentleman who reported the 
bill, (Mr. Bayxy, in the present case,) was entitled 
to address the conmittee. 
| Mr. BAYLY took the floor, and said that he 
| desired to submit a few remarks, to which he re- 
quested the attention of the committee. They 
would be confined entirely to the two objections 
which had been taken to this bill. These objec- 
| tions were: first, that the expenses of the Pos 
| Office Department were charzed upon the revenues 
of that department; and second, that approprie- 
tions of an aggregate sum were made in place of 
| making them in detail, for the various objects of 
| expenditure. 

r. JONES interposed, and asked the gentle- 
| man from Virginia {Mr. Bayiy} to yield the floor 
for a moment. 

Mr. BAYLY having yielded— 

Mr. JONES said, that with the permission of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Barzy,) be 
(Mr. J.) would send to the Chair a substitute, 
which he proposed to offer in lieu of the second 
section of the bill. After the general debate was 
closed, the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bavt1,| 
as the gentleman who reported the bill, had the 
right to address the committee for an hour, ands 
| the gentleman had announced his intention (0 

speak to the sul:ject-matter embraced in the amend: 
ment, he (Mr. J.) desired that he should have the 





amendment before him. He would now simply 
remark, that the amendment was a copy of the ¢ 
timaies of the Postmaster General—each item # 
reported by him as necessary for the service of ‘he 
present year. Mr. J. asked that the amendmed! 
might be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

“ Ation of the mails, ineluding the service in 
Galinense eae eeaes Wwo millions sine hundred and fity 
thousand doWars. , 

Por transportation of the mails in two steamships fom 

men, at one handed 
under the contract wiih the 
of New York; and lof 


New York, by Southampton, to 
thousand dollars for each ship, 
Ocvuan Steam Navigation Com 





ships, under the same contract, [roe 
New Work to dened seventy-five thousand dollars, #¢ 
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1850. 


“i former appropriations for the same object, 
te asi eotienaled, will remain unexpended on the 30th 
’, 
I ated and thirty-three dollars,) seventy-six thousand 

wie adred and sixty-seven dollars, 3 
for transportation of the mails between Charleston and 
na, by way of Key West, calling at Savannah, under 
flav wotract with M. Mordecai, fifty thousand dollars. 
for transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of Pan- 
thirty-five thousand dollars. ee 
Por compensation to postmasters, one million four hun- 
dred and Gfty thousand dollars. 
Por ship, Steamboat, and way-letters, forty-five thousand 


dollars. ; 
aeae ng papers; twenty-four thousand dollars. 
a wee furnare, (in post offices,) eight thousand dol- 


* advertising, sixty-five thousand dollars. 
for mail bags, twenty-five thousand dollars, 
For blauks, twenty-eight thousand dollars. 
For mail locks, keys, and stamps, ten thousand dollars, 
For mail depredations and special agents, thirty thousand 


wer clerks for offices, (in the post offices,) three bundred | 
and forty thousand dollars. 
For miscellaneous, seventy thousand dollars. 

For publishing new editions of the post office laws and 
reguiaons, and of the table of post offices, enght thousand 
five hundred dollars.’? 


Mr. BAYLY proceeded. He said, that at the | 
time he was interrupted by the gentleman from | 
Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] he (Mr. B.) was saying 
that he should confine the remarks which he felt it | 
hisduty to make, to the two objections that had | 
been made against this bill, Furst, that the ex- 
penses of the Post Office Department are charged 
upon the revenues of that department instead of 
the general Treasury; and secondly, that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had made an appro- 
priauon of a round sum in lieu of making the ap- 
propriations in detail, as proposed by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 

ONES. 

’ non as to the first point. The consideration 
which had influenced the Committee of Ways and | 
Means in charging the expenses of the Post Office | 
Department, except the salary of the Postmaster 
General, upon the revenues of the department were 
to simplify legislation in the appropriation bills. 
The purpose of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means was to put in each of the distinct appropri- 
ation bills which they had reported, to carry on 
the different branches of the public service, the 
subjects which appropriately belonged to them. 
This would enable Congress and the country to 
see at a glance the expenditure upon each of 
them, without hunting through many bills to as- | 
certain it. No one could dispute that the expense 
of the Post Office Department was a part of the 
expenses of the mail service; and the Committee 
of Ways and Means regarded it as a proper ob- 
ject for the Post Office bill rather than for the Civil 
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Another motive actuated the committee in this 
course. They desired, as far as practicable, to ar- 
rest the constant misrepresentations which were 
made as to the expenses of the mail service. All 
those agents who were laboring for the reduction 
of postage—the newspapers which were in favor 
of it—and, indeed, the reports of the Postmaster 
General, gave a colored statement of those expen- 
ses. They went on to credit the department with 
all its receipts from every quarter, and then omit- | 
ted to charge it with a number of legitimate ex- | 
penses belonging to it. 

The Postmaster General, in his annual report to | 
Congress, states that revenues of the Post Office | 
Department exceed the expenditares for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1849, by the sum of 
$691,682 70, and it is estimated that the excess 
for the Jast year and for the present will be as 
great. Now this statement is paraded throughout 
the country to show that after supporting ite | 
expenses, the Post Office Department yields a 
Surplus. But how is this surplus made up? 
$Ss.555 50 of the appropriation from the general 

reasury is included, which deducted, would 
leave $226,027 20. From this deduct the expenses 
of the general Post Office here, and in place of a 
surplus from the revenues of the department, there 
Wsadeficit. But besides this there are our ocean 
steamers—the lines to eens and Chagres, and 
Panama, and California, The expense of these is 
paid from the general Treasury. The amount of 
1 18 $874,600. The expense of this service is all 
charged to the general Treasury, whereas the re- 
cane the Post Office fund. These receipts 
be prec ascertained, as no separate 
secountis Kept ofthe Californie end foreign letters. 
ut it cannot be less than between one and two 
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at two hundred and seventy-three thousand || 


|| compensation for transporting free matter. 








| 
| 





| of the Committee of Ways and Means, in insert- 
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hundred thousand dollars, The’ result is, then, 
that so far from the Post Office establishment sup- } 
porting itself, it falls very far short of it. 1 state | 
this that the House and committee shall under- | 
stand it, and that the impression shall not be made | 
that the Post Office Department, afier defraying its || 
expenses, has a surplus. The reverse is the fact. | 
But | will not go more fully into the matter now. | 

Thus, in inserting in this bill the appropriations | 
for the expenses of the Post Office Department, the | 
Committee of Ways and Means had been actu- | 
ated by two motives: One was, putting in the bill | 
homogeneous subjects; the other was, that the ac- 
counts of the Post Office Department might show 
at a glance the real condition of its revenue, and 
the actual legitimate expenses of the mail service. 

But in reply to this, it was said that it was very 
improper that the correspondence of the country | 
and the postage upon newspapers should be made 
to pay the expense of the free mail matier, and 
that the expenses of the Post Office Department 
should be paid out of the general Treasury as 
He || 
noticed and replied to this objection, and said that, 
if the franking privilege were to be continued, (he 
was in favor of greatly modifying it,) he considered 
it proper that the expense of the transportation 
should fall upon the revenues of the Post Office 
Department, and not upon the general Treasury; 
for the reason that that portion of the community 
who maintained a private correspondence, and 
received newspapers through the mail, are the 
same class of persons who received franked mat- 
ter. Asa general rule, those who had no other 
correspondence, and consequently contributed 
nothing to the support of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, received no franked matter, and enjoyed no 
benefit of the franking privilege. Hence, if they 
charged the expense of franked matter upon the | 
general Treasury, the people of the community | 
who received no advantage in receiving this free 
mail matter, would contribute equally with others | 
towards its expenses; whereas if the expense of 
franked matter were thrown upon the Post Office 
Department, the precise people who received the 
benefits of free matter, would pay for the cost of 
transporting it. Notwithstanding this, we appro- 
priate annually $200,000 from the general 'T'reas- 
ury to compensate the Post Office Department for 
transporting free matter. % 

He next noticed and replied to the objections 
taken by Mr. Puecrs and Mr. Jones to the action 


ing general in place of specific appropriations in 
this bill, and stated the considerations which had | 
influenced the committee. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral had been before the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and had stated that from making specific 
appropriations for the different items of expendi- 
ture very serious embarrassment resulted. He 
explained that the expenditures under the various 
heads fluctuated from year to year—insomuch that 
it was impossible with any accuracy to make 
specific estimates’ He instanced the item for pay 
of postmasters: their compensation being depend- 
ent upon the postages received, varied with the | 
volume of mail matter, and of course fluctuated | 
from yearto year. If they appropriated a specific 
sum for each item, and it happened to be more 
than enough for any one of them, it remained in | 
the Treasury; if for any one it was less than was 
required, the expenses could not be paid out of the 
other items of apprepriations—as transfers could 
not be made. he Postmaster General stated | 
that this occurred more than once, and it occa- 
sioned great embarrassment and injury to the pub- 
lic service. He (Mr. B.) contended that specific 
accountability and not specific appropriations was 
the true security, and read from a letter of the Post- 
master General, Mr. Kendall, to Mr. Cambreleng, 
in 1837, taking the same ground—recommending | 
reliance upon specific accountability, and requiring 
the accounts to be kept under separate heads. | 
This letter (he said) pointed out the pernicious 
ractice which prevailed in the departments of 
Cvewiog from one item of appropriation and | 
using the money for another—to be paid back || 
when new appropriations were made. The effect | 
of which was explained in Mr. Kendall’s letter. 


Mr. PHELPS {in his seat) inquired if this |! 


ractice prevailed in the Post Office Department? | 
Mr. BAYLY replied that it did not, but that it | 
had prevailed in the other departments, in evasion | 
of the law. 


|| man of business—any accountant would see, if the 


| deference to the 
that he spurned the remark and its author with t 
/contempt which they deserve. 


He repeated, in conclusion, that specific ap 
priations alone were no sort of security. Any 
object was to hold the offivers of the Government 
to a strict responsibility in the disbursement of the 
public funds, the proper mode was to enforce 
specific accountability, and that it could not be 
effected by specific appropriations without that 
accountability. Here Mr. B. read the following 
letter from Mr. Kendall: 


Posr Orrice Derarrent, Fed, 3, 1837. 
Hon. C. C. CamBrettna, 


Chairman Committee of Wirys and Means, §c.: 
Sir. [tis perceived that the aurendment of the appropri- 


| ation bin, reperted trom your committee, in the clause 


wiaich relates to the service of Uis department, is ao framed 


| as to make each head of general account a specific appro- 


priation. If so passed it would make an essential change in 
the system prescribed by the act of last session, and one 
which [ apprehend would he highly detrimental to the pyb- 
lic service, 

The first section of thai bill prescribes that all the reve- 
nues of the department shat! be paid into the Treasury. The 
second provides, that the Postwm>ter General shall furnish 
estimates of expenditures under cermin specific heads, and 
account for them under the same heads. The third section 
is in the tollowing words, viz: “ ‘That the aggregate sum re- 


| quired ‘for the service of the Pust Office Department’ in 


each year, shall be appropriated out of the revenue of the 
deparunent,”’ &e, 

The plan is that, although there are many specific ae- 
counts under which the Po-tmaster General is required te 
estimate and secount for all his expenditures, there shall be 
but one appropriation. He is vet confined to his estimates 


| under the =pecifig heads, but if ne exceeds them he may, at 


any time, be called on for the reason—indeed, the reports 
he is required te make to Congress will show it. It is be- 
lieved that this system secures all the benefits of specific ap- 
propriations, without any of their inconveniences or evils. 
When in the Fourth Auditor's office, 1 witnessed what 
had been the practical eff-ct of the system of specific ap- 
propriations in the naval service. Although the Registers 
and Comptrolier’s books show that all the moneys appre- 
priated specifically from 1816 dowa, have been drawn out of 
the ‘Treasury under the proper heads, the Fourth Audit- 
or’s books show that they had been expended to a great 
extent under different heads, and the amount now on those 


| books never readjusted by transfer, exceeds, if | rightly re- 


member, three and a half auilions of dollars. Cases occur 
in that departmeut, under such a system, in which the head 
has no alternative but to violate the law, or permit the pub- 
lic service to suffer great injury. Indeed the system bas 
been, and ever will be, fouud impracticable in war, and the 
source of evidiess error, trouble, and vexation in peace. 
The service of this department is not so well settled as to 


|| enable the head to make accurate estimates, and for seme 
| years to come the expenviures will, undoubtedly, ersen- 


tially vary from them. If his estimates are made separate 
appropriations, he cannot vary from them in his expendi- 
tures without violating the law, and he muet pernut the 
public service to suffer without the least public necessity 


| therefor. 


Specific accountability is, after all, the great public secu- 
rity, and not specific appropriations. There is no specific 
aceountabilityin the War and Navy Departments, becanse 
vou receive only the reports of the sums drawn from the 
Treasury under each head, and not the amounts applied 
under each head, The Post Office Department proposes to 
give you the amount applied under each head of general uc- 


| count, and these heads may be multiplied so as to embrace 
|| the minutest object of expenditure. 


At the next session of Cangress you will have reports, ex- 
hibiticg the practical operation of our system, prior to 
which, I trust no change will be made in this essential fea- 
ture. AMOS KENDALL, Postmaster General. 

[In the course of Mr. B.’s remarks, Mr. Pusire 
made certain explanations—which we have not 
deemed necessary here to insert, as his views will 
be fully given in the Appendix.] 

Mr. GREEN said, he was not fond of bringing 
himself into any controversy, nor desirous of in- 
truding upon the House by personal explanations. 
And while he never sought any personal difficul- 
ties, it was very certain he would not avoid a 
necessary one; but in this instance the attack was 
so puerile and ridiculous, that he would not have 
arisen, were it not for the fact that he had been 
flagrantly misrepresented hy the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Crowert ] He had listened to the 
epithets thrown out by him with perfect astonish- 
ment, and he could find but one explanation for 
such condact, and that was, that there were some 

rsons whose mental organization better qualified 
them to indulge in abuse rather then in sound, logi- 
cal argament. The gentleman bad pronounced him 
as unfit to hold a place on this floor; and with due 
ouse, he felt constrained to rep! q 

€ 


The gentleman 
might make use of such expressions as those to 
which he had given utterance; but if any man 
could find such low, vulgar, undignified, and dia- 
courteous remarks in anything he seid on yester- 
day, he would resign his seat in the House, and 
go home at once. 

When he (Mr. G.) was speaking on yester- 


|| day, without any reference to the member from 







ya 


n tT “ . 
Re Madre aerate EN Lap CRE CRBC CRT, 


4 


“ 


Lee 


j 


i 






























s 4 


pecapesenie | * =the 





Ohio, for he never referred to one so unimportant | cannot deny that it originated with Mr. Kine of 
and inane, still the member thrust himself for- || Georgia, and was mainly supported by that side of 
ward to ask questions, and he (Mr. G.) replied | the House, The gentleman comes forward champ- 
with perfect good humor, though somewhat tart, || ion-like, for he seems to weara military title, derived 
and yet by no means abusive, as the Chairman | from a militia commission, and doubtless feeling 


and the House will bear witness, 
instead of meeting him as any other gentleman 


would, by fair debate, he has gone into abusive || properly attacked. 


denunciation, which proved to him that the “ galled 
jade winces.”’ Let him take his remedy. His abuse 
will be regarded only as the barking of a spaniel 
at hia heels—not worthy of notice, unless to call 
for repelling force from the foot. To his con- 
stituents (said Mr. G.) he was responsible, and 
by them he was willing to be judged, by his 
standing as a member of the House, in the esti- 
mation of intelligent and honorable members. 


| made by the gentleman from Ohio, who provoked | 


|| the sentiment in that place, he had no qualification 
But the principal purpose for which he had taken || to make to the sentiment itself, understood in a 
the floor, was to correct a misrepresentation made || political sense, with reference to political parties. 


by the gentleman from Ohio, On yesterday, when || 


he (Mr. G.) addressed the committee, he spoke 
agamst the appropriation for the mail steamers, 
and contended that that ifem, in a former bill, 
for the support of the navy, was wrong. If it were 
urged as a branch of the mail service, it was cer- 


| 


| 
| 





tainly inéxpedient, for it expended millions of || 


money while the receipts were merely nominal. 
if it were urged on the pretence of building up a 

sieam navy, it was.inexpedient, because the char- | 
acter of the vessels was unfit for efficient naval | 
service. But some had undertaken the defence of the | 
mail steamers, on the ground of aiding and bene- | 
fiting and facilitating commerce; and this latter 
ground he (Mr.G.) said was unconstitutional; that 
Congress had no right to expend money to benefit 
one particular branch of industry, however meri- 
torious, at the expense of other branches of in- 
dustry equally meritorious; that there was no 
more power to lay out millions of dollars, belong- 
ing to the people of all the States, to facilitate 
commerce than there was for agriculture, mechanic 
arts, &c; and that on this view of the subject, 
the mail steamers could not be defended, but were | 
clearly unconstitutional. 


But if they were really || 


}some of his (Mr. G.’s) 


| 


| 
} 





steans marine, they would be constitutional; though || 


these he thought inexpedient, and had opposed 
them from the first, because of the great waste of 
money, without any corresponding benefit to the 
people at large. 

These positions he distinctly stated yesterday, 
and every intelligent member must have under- 
stood him, if in hearing. And if there should be 
an obtuse intellect that could not apprehend and 
comprehend disunctions as plain and palpable as | 
the sun at noonday, why he hoped no one would | 
be held responsible for such. ow, if the gende- 


he was guilty ofa willful misrépresentation. These 
positions were so well™understood, that in order 
to carry them through Congress, they were put 
into the navy bill, which passed this House, and 
was approved by Mr. Polk, And se far from 
saying that that bill was unconstitutional, he dis- | 





tinetly and emphatically said it was not, and that |) 


i] 
1} 


| 


} 


|| mail steamers, that “ they would facilitate com- 


' 
| 
| 
i 


| pressed, he pronounced the accusation utterly false; 


| category, he hoped he would not judge others by 


| man from Virginia to state, that the revenue of the 
man irom Ohio did not thus understand him (Mr. General Post Office Department was not sufficient 
G.) on yesterday, he had innocently misrep- || to defray its expenses, and to refer to the report of 
resented him; but if he did thus understand it, || the Postmaster General for the purpose of estab- | 


And to-day, || quite chivalrous, and enters upon the defence of 


the Senator from Missouri, who he says was im- 
Perhaps he may earn the title 
of defender of the faith, but the character of the 
defender, would not add to the reputation of the 
defended, in the State of Missouri. Mr. G. 
said, however, that he would take this occasion to 
say, that no reference ever would have been made 
to the Senator, but for the taunting expression | 


a retort; and though he regretted the expression of 


One word more. The gentleman has said that | 
remarks were sup- | 
pressed in the Globe, and that he had seen a report | 
of them in.another paper. If the gentleman meant | 


to insinuate that he had caused them to be sup- | 


and if he did not mean to make that insinuation, | 
he should have known the force of language better | 
than to have employed that term with the remotest | 
reference to him. He had never spoken one word 
to the reporters on the subject, and had seen the 
report only afier it appeared in the paper. It is | 
impossible to report everything that may be said. | 
Some omissions will occur. But there are some | 
people whose moral nature is so deformed, and 
whose motives of action are so corrupt, that they 
are ever ready to impute bad motives to others; | 
and whenever he found one always ready to charge 





the allegation proceeded from a consciousness of | 


capability for the same act in the person making || 


the change. If the gentleman should fall into that 


himself. 


Mr. G. said, his whole purpose was accom- || 
and bona fide constructed in order to build up a || plished—that of correcting misrepresentations, and | 


setting himself right on the subject of the mail 
steamers. And he would again state, that what he 
had pronounced unconstitutional, and the only 
thing, was the position taken by some in defending 





merce.” 
leave the subject, for he did not, he repeated , bandy 
epithets, and had nothing to do with blackguards, 
nor with those who do not demean themselves as 
gentlemen. 

Mr. PHELPS said he understood the gentle- 





lishing the fact. The report of.the Postmaster 


i 
improper motives, he came to the conclusion that || 
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| case since 1836, in the civil and diploma 





} 


|, my colleague had not. 
|| voted against the bill by which the Treasury is 


him to two years, where the revenues e 
expenses of the department, even if Sana 
its expenses the cost of — Management of the rw 
artment accruing in this city, whi i 
about $215,000, © ee 

Why, let me ask, as the expenses of the q 
partment, now proposed to be charged Upon te 
revenues, about equal the amount of the Permanent 
annual appropriation—why repeal that law and 
let these expenses be defrayed as formerly tee 
the Treasury proper, or let the appropriations for 
that purpose be made, as has always been a 
priation bill? ave 

My colleague yesterday replied to this by sq 
ing that this amount-was the amount to be paid Q 
the transmission of public documents, and news. 
papers, and letters, sent by and to members of 
Congress, and communications received and sent 
by the departments free of postage. 

My colleague at the same time boasted of the 
minute examination that he had given to the sub). 
ject, and that he was well informed on the subjec; 
and that this permanent appropriation was abou 
equal to the amount of postage which the fee 
matter sent by mail would have yielded if it had 
been charged with the regular rates of postage. |p 
this statement there is an error. 

The postage to which the free matter sent by 
mail through the post office of this city, for the 


|| year ending 30th June, 1849, would have been 


chargeable, at usual rates, is stated in the last 
report of the Postmaster General, to be abou 
$800,000—nearly four times the amount estimated 


| by my colleague as being adequate for that pur. 


pose. In this debate allusion has been made to 
the mail steamer system, and the great €X pense 
which in consequence of it is chargeable upon the 
Treasury. 

1 should not have. adverted to this subject if 
Iam opposed to it, and 


| now charged for a portion of this service $874 ,0u0, 


} 
| 


} 





| have never sanctioned this system. 
| my colleague has said in opposition to it. 
And. having said thus much, he would || 


The bill providing for the mail steamers came 
from the Naval Committee, and that service is now 
in part charged upon the Post Office Department. 

The Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads, 
since | have been a member of that committe, 
I concur in all 


But if you make the amounts embraced in the 


| first section of this bill a charge upon the depart- 


ment, you diminish the ability to establish new 
routes. | am, therefore, opposed, knowing that 
increased mail facilities are desired by my consti 
vents, to that course of legislation which will in- 
crease the expenses of the department, and de- 
prive the people of my State of those privileges to 


| which I think them justly entided. 


Mr, P. also referred to the revenue derived from 
mail steamers, and stated that the only routes 


| General shows that (he gross revenue of the Post || which thus far had yielded. revenue worth men- 


} 


permanent annual appropriation of $200,000. The 
expense for the same time was $4,477,663 72; 
showing an exceas of revenue over expenditure 


Mr, Polk did right when he approved it, rather || of upwards of $227,000—more than sufficient to de- 
than break down the navy by withholding all sup- | fray the salaries of the clerks and officers employed 


plies, as the gentleman’s vote tended to do, and || in the Post Office Department in this city, 


woul have done, if it had prevailed. He de- 
fended the President yesterday, because he had | 
done but what was right and 


roper; and to-day | 
the gentleman thinks he has 


iscovered wonders, 


1} 


But 
the report of the Auditor of the Treasury for 
the Post Office Department shows, that since the 
reduction of postage, a balance to the credit of that 


|| Office Department for the fiseal year ending 30th || tioning,were the routes from New York via Charles- 
|| June, 1849, was $4,705,176 28, not including the || ton, 


avana, &c., to Chagres, and from Panama 
to California; and referred to the report of the 
ostmaster of New York showing the number of 
etters sent and received by those routes for the 
quarter ending on the 30th of June last, 

Mr. PHELPS having concluded— 

Mr. BAYLY rose and was proceeding to make 
some fucther remarks, when 

Mt, POTTER interposed to a point of order. 

Mr. BAYLY said, if the gentleman objected, he 


| department has accrued of $606,338 17, derived || would not trouble the Chairman to decide the 


because he says his (Mr. G.’s) vote stands for || from postages, on the 30th of June, 1849. And || point, and he resumed his seat, 


the navy bill, which the President properly ap- | 


proved, because he had to take the whole bill, | 
real point shall not be dodged by the gentlemen | 
in that way, 
navy, though clearly constitutional, still it is | 
a wasteful expenditure of the public money, and 
the gentleman seems to exult at finding his yote | 
against the whole bill, Why that exultation? Is | 


i 


there has accrued the sum of $465,555 55 to the 


Mr. KAUFMAN said, a message had just been 


credit of the department remaining in| the Treas~ || communicated by the President to this House (he 


or pet no svesppration for the navy. But the || ury by virtue of the act of 34 March, 1847, for 
po 


When considered as a branch of the || 


compensating the department for such mail. ser- 
vices as may be performed for the several depart- 
ments of the Government.. The total amount to 
the credit of the departmeut on the 30ch June, 
1849, is, therefore, $1,071,893 72. 

My colleague [Mr. Green] stated, yesterday, 


it from the fact that he is opposed to the mail || that the department had not paid its expenses, and 


steamers? How did the gentleman vote on that 


single item in Commitee of the Whole? Did he | 


vole against it? Who kept it in the bill? Then 


was the time to teat his opinions, and he must an- | 





swer these questions before he can extricate him- 


seif yom his tion, and exonerate himself from 


the responsibility that attaches to one who squah- I 
ders the funds of the Treasury. The putting of that } tiall 


item in the bill, constitutes the real wrong, and he 


that I could not point toa year in which it had 
been able to pay its expenses. I referred him.to 
the report, for the fiscal year ending 30:h June, 
1849,.of the Postmaster General, to show that he 
was mistaken, and also to the estimates of the 
revenues and expenses for the fiscal. year just 
closed, and which estimates have been substan- 
verified. 

ithout making further examination, I refer to 


| 


understood ) in regard to New Mexico. He moved 
that the committee rise for the purpose of having 
the message read and printed; they could then go 
back into committee. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Kavrman and Ocre were appointed. 

‘Phe question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 76, noes 29. 

So the committee rose and reported. 


MESSAGE—TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO, 
On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, by general 


consent, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowang communication, just received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 


Ronert G. CampBeLL, Esq., his Private Secretary 
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—— . 
The Clerk commenced the reading of the mes- 


wr. POTTER interposed, and said he would 

move that the message be laid on the table, and 

ordered to be printed. ’ 

The SPEAKER suggested that it was a custom- 

courtesy, uniformly aceorded by the House, 

; have the messages of the President read. 

Mr. POTTER did not press his motion. 

The message was read, as follows: 

Yo the Senate and House of Representatives: 

[herewith transmit to the two Houses of Con- 

ress, a letter from his Excellency the Governor 
of Texas, dated on the 14th day of June last, ad- 
dressed to the late President of the United States, 
which, not having been answered by him, came 

to my hands on his death; and I also transmit a 
copy of the answer which I have felt it to be my 
duty to cause to be made to that communication. 

Congress will perceive that the Governor of 
Texas officially states, that by authority of the 
Legislature of that State, he dispatched a special 
Commissioner, with full power and instructions to 
extend the civil jurisdiction of the State over the 
ynorganized countries of El] Paso, Worth, Presidio, 
and Santa Fé, situated on ita northwestern limits. 

He proceeds to say, that the Commissioner had 
reported to him, in an official form, that the mili- 
tary officers employed in the service of the United 
States, stationed at Santa Fé, interposed adversely, 
with the inhabitants, to the fulfillment of his object, 
in favor of the establishment of a separate State 
government, east of the Rio Grande, and within 
the rightful limits of the State of Texas. These 
four counties which Texas proposes to establish 
and organize, as being within her own jurisdiction, 
extend over the whole of the territory east of the 
Rio Grande, which has heretofore been regarded 
as an essential and integral part of the Depart- 
ment of New Mexico, and actually governed and 
possessed by her people, until conquered and 
severed from the Republic of Mexico by the 
American arms. ' 

The Legislature of Texas has been called together 
by the Governor, for the purpose, as is under- 
stood, of maintaining her claim to the territory 
east of the Rio Grande, and of establishing over 
it her own jurisdiction and her own laws, by 
force. 

These proceedings of Texas may well arrest 
the attention of all branches of the Government 
of the United States, and I rejoice that they occur 
while the Congress is yet in session. It is, I fear, 
far from being impossible that, in consequence of 
these proceedings of Texas, a crisis may be brought 
on which shall summon the two Houses of Con- 
gress—and still more emphatically the Executive 
Government—to an immediate readiness for the 
performance of their respective duties. 

By the Constitution of the United States, the 
President is constituted commander-in-chief of the 
army and navy; and of the militia of the several 
States, when called into the actual service of the 
United States. The Constitution declares, also, 
that he shall take care that the laws be faithfully ex- 
ecuted, and that he shall, from time to time, give. 
. the Congress information of the state of the 

nion. 

Congress has power by the Constitution,to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 
Union; and suitable and appropriate acts of Con- 
gress have been passed, as well for providing for the 
calling forth the militia, as for placing other suit- 
able and efficient means in the hands of the Presi- 
dent, to enable him to discharge the constitutional 
funetions of his office. 

_The second section of the act of the twenty- 
eighth of February, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
five, declares, that whenever the laws of the 
United States shall be opposed, or their execution 
obstructed, in any State, by combinations too 
powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course 
of judicial proceedings, or the power vested in the 
marshals, the President may call forth the militia, 
*0 far as may be necessary, to suppress such com- 
vieationy and to cause the laws to be duly exe- 
cuted, 

_ By the act of March 3, 1807, it is provided that 
in all cases of obstruction to the laws, either of the 
United States or any individual State or Territory, 
ge rho ig for the President to call forth 

militi purpose of causing the laws to 
be delp- Mivasiadt is ohah ts lowtea teccine te 
employ, for the same purposes, such part of the 
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land or naval force of the United States as shall || une, to the point where it strikes the southern boundary of 


be judged necessary. 

ese several enactments are now in full force; 
so that if the laws of the United States are opposed 
or obstructed, in any State or Territory, by com- 
binations too powerful to be suppressed by the | 
judicial or civil authorities, it becomes a case in| 
which it is the duty of the President, either to call 


force of the United States, or to do both, if in his | 
judgment the exigency of the occasion shall so | 


require, for the purpose of suppressing such com- 
bination. 


| 


The constitutional duty of the President is plain | 


by law, for its performance, clear and ample: 
Texas is a State authorized to maintain her 
own laws, so far as they are not repugnant to the 
Constitution, laws, and treaties of the United States, | 
to suppress insurrections against her authority, | 


and to punish those who may commit treason || 


against the State, according to the forms provided || shall be under the obligation to make their election withia 


|| One year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of 


by her own constitution and her own laws. 
But all this power is local, and confined entirely 
within the limits of Texas herself. She can pos- 


sibly confer no authority, which can be lawfully || 


exercised beyond her own boundaries. 
All this is plain, and hardly needs argument or 
elucidation. If Texan militia, therefore, march 
into any one of the other States, or into any terri- 
tory of the United States, there to execute or en- 


moment trespassers; they are no longer under the 
protection of any lawful authority, and are to be 
regarded merely as intruders; and if within such 
State or Territory they obstruct any law of the 
United States, either by power of arms or mere 
power of numbers, constituting such a combina- 
tion as is‘too powerful to be suppressed by the 
civil authority, the President of the United States | 
has no option left to him, but is bound to obey the 
solemn injunction of the Corstitution, and exercise | 
the high powers vested in him by that instrument, 
and by the Acts of Congress. 

Or, if any civil posse, armed or unarmed, enter 
into any Territory of the United States, under the 
protection of the laws thereof, with intent to seize 
individuals to be carried elsewhere for trial for 
alleged offences, and this posse be too powerful to 


be resisted by the local and civil authorities, such || 


seizure or. attempt to seize, is to be prevented or 
resisted by the authority of the United States, 


The grave and important question now arises, | 
whether there be in the Territory of New Mexico || 


any existing law of the United States, opposition | 
to which, or the obstruction of which, would con- | 
stitute a case calling for the interposition of the 
authority vested in the President. 

The Constitution of the United States declares, | 
that ‘* this Constitution, and the laws of the United | 
‘States which shall be made in pursuance there- | 
‘of, and all the treaties made, or which shall be 
‘ made, under the authority of the United States, | 
‘shall be the supreme law of theland.’’ If, there- | 


fore, New Mexico be a Territory of the United | 


States, and if any treaty stipulation be in force | 
therein, such treaty stipulation is the supreme law 
of the land, and is to be maintained and upheld ac- 
cordingly. 

In the letter to the Governor of Texas, my rea- | 
sons are given for believing that New Mexico is | 
now a Territory of the United States, with the | 
same extent and the same boundaries which be- | 
longed to it while in the actual possession of the 
Republic of Mexico, and before the late war. In 
the early part of that war, both California and 
New Mexico were conquered by the arms of the 
United States, and were in the military possession 
of the United States at the date of the treaty of 


ce. 
P By that treaty the title by conquest was con- | 
firmed, and these Territories, Provinces, or De- | 


rtments, separated from Mexico forever; and | 


y the same treaty certain important rights and 


securities were solemnly guarantied to the inhab- | 


itants residing therein, 

By the fifth article of the treaty it is declared, 
that 

«The boundary line between the two Republics shall 
commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, 
opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande, ctherwise ca led the 


io Bravo del Norte, or opposite the mouth of its deepest 
b bh if it should 


directly into the sea; from thence up the middie of that 
Civer, following the deepest channel where it has more than 


New Mexico; thenee westwardly along the whole soathera 
boundary of New Mexico, (which runs north of the town 
called Paso,) to its western termination; thence northwaid 
along the western line of New Mexico, until it Intersects 


| the first branch of the river Gila, (or if it sheuld not intersect 


any branch of that river, then to the point on the said line 
nearest to such branch, and thence in a direct line lo the 
same ;) thence down the middle ofthe said branch and of 


i the snid river, until it empties fnto the Rio Colorado ; thence 
out the militia or to employ the military and naval | 


rcross the Rio Colorado, following the division line between 
Upper and Lower California to the Pacifie ocean.” 


The eighth article of the treaty is in the follow- 


ing terms: 
l] 


“ Mexicans now established in Territories previously be- 
longing to Mexico, and which remain for the future within 


. . a i} i ‘3 ; Tite > > 
an peremptory; and the authority vested in him | the limits of the United States, as defined by the present 


| treaty, shall be free to continue where they now reside, orte 


remove at any time to the Mexican Republic, retaining the 
property which they possess in the said Territories, or dis- 
posing thereof, and removing the proceeds wherever they 
please, without their being subjected, on this account, to 


|| any contribution, tax, or charge whatever. 


“Those who shall prefer to remain in the said Territories 
may either retain the title and rights of Mexican citizens or 
acquire those of citizens of the United States. But they 


this treaty; and those who shall remain in the said ‘Territo- 
ries after the expiration of that year, without havingdeelared 
their intention to retain the character of Mexicans, shall be 
considered to have elected to become citizens of the United 
States 

* In the said Territories property of every kind, now be 


longing to Mexicans not established there, shall be inviols- 


bly respected. The present owners, the heira of these, and 
all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by 


| contract, shall enjoy with respect to it, guarantees equally 
force any law of Texas, they become at that || 


more than one branch, emtying || 


ample as if the same belonged to citizens of the United 
States.’? 


The ninth article of the treaty is in these words: 


“The Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall 
not preserve the character of Gitizens of the Mexican Re- 
public, conformably with what is stipulated in the preeeding 
article, shall be incorporated into the Union of the United 

| States, and be admitted at the proper time (to be judged of 
by the Congress of the United States) to the enjoyment of 
| all the rights of citizens of the United States, according to 


|| the principles of the Constitution ; and in the mean. time 
|| shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of 


their liberty and property, and secured in the free exercise 
| of their religion, without restriction.” 


It is plain, therefore, on the face of these treat 


| stipulations, that all Mexicans established in terri- 


| tories north or east of the line of demarkation al- 
ready mentioned, come within the protection of 
the ninth article; and that the treaty, being a part 
| of the supreme law of the land, does extend over 
all such Mexicans, and assures to them perfect 
security in the free enjoyment of their liberty and 
property, as well as in the free exercise of their 
religion; and this supreme law of the land being 
thus in actual force over this territory, is to be 
maintained until it shall be displaced or superseded 
by other legal provisions; and if it be obstracted 
or resisted by combinations too powerful to be 
suppressed by the civil authority, the case is one 
which comes within the provisions of law, and 
which obligea the President to enforce these pro- 
visions. Neither the Constitution or the laws, nor 
my duty or my oath of office, leave me any alter- 
native, or any choice, in my mode of action. 

‘The Executive Government of the United States 
has no power or authority to determine what was 
the true line of boundary between Mexico and the 
United States before the treaty of Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo, nor has it any such power now, since tha 
| question has become a question between the State 

of Texas and the United States. So far as this 

boundary is doubtful, that doubt can only be re- 

moved by some act of Congress, to which the 

assent of the State of Texas may be necessary, or 

by some appropriate mode of legal adjudication; 
| but in the mean time if disturbances or collisions 
_ arise or should be threatened, it is absolutely in- 
cumbent on the Executive Government, however 
painful the duty, to take care that the laws be 
faithfully maintained; and he can regard only the 
actual state of things as it existed at the date of 
the treaty, and is bound to protect all inhabitants 
who were then established, and who now remain 
north and east of the line of demarkation, in the 
full enjoyment of their liberty and property, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the 9th Article of the treaty; 
| in other words, all must be now regarded as New 
| Mexico which was possessed and occupied as 
| New Mexico by citizens of Mexico at the date of 


'| the treaty, until a definite line of boundary ahall be 


established by competent authority. This aseer- 

| tion of duty to protect the people of New Mexico 

‘from threatened violence or from seizure, to be 

| carried into Texas for trial for alleged offences 

| against Texan laws, does not at all include any 
a 
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claim of power on the part of the Executive to es- 
tablish any civil or military government within 
that Territory. power belo exclusively 
to the legislative department, and Congress is the 
sole judge of the time and manner of creating or 
authorizing any such governments. 

The duty of the Executive extends only to the 
execution of laws and the maintenance of treaties 
actually in force, and the protection of al! the peo- 
ple of the United States in the enjoyment of the | 





| fests the necessity of a provision by Congress for 
| the settlement of this boundary question, before 
the present session be brought toa close. The 
| settlement of other questions, connected with the 
same subject, within the same period, is greatly to 
be desired; but the adjustment of this appears, to 
| me, to be in the highest degree important. In the 
| train of. such an adjustment, we may well hope 
| that there will follow a return of harmony and 
good will, an increased attachment to the Union, 


rights whieh those treaties and laws guaranty. | and the general satisfaction of the country. 


It is exceedingly desirable that no occasion 
should arise for the exercise of the powers thus 
vested in the President vy the Constitution and 


MILLARD FILLMORE. 
Wasnineton, August 6, 1850. 


The message having been read, 





the laws. With whatever mildness those powers 
might be executed, or however clear the case of 
necessity, yet consequences might nevertheless 
foliow, of which no human sagacity can foresee 
either the evils or the,end. 

Having thus laid before Congress the commu- | 
nication of his Excellency the Governor of Texas, | 
and the answer thereto, and having made such ob- 
servations as I have thought the occasion called 
for respecting constitutional obligations which may 
arise, in the further progress of things, and may 
devolve on meto be performed, I hope | shall not 
be regarded as stepping aside from the line of my 
duty, notwithstanding that I am aware that the 
subject ie now before both Houses, if I express 
my deep and earnest conviction of the importance 
of an immediate decision, or arrangement, or set- || 
tlement of the question of boundary between | 
Texes and the Territory of New Mexico. All || 
considerations of justice, general expediency, and 
domestic tranquillity call for this. Lt seems to be, 
in its chacacter and by position, the first, or one 
of the first, of the questions growing out of the 
acquisition of California and New Mexico, and 
now requiring decision. 

No Government can be established for New | 
Mexico, either State or Territory, until it shall 
be first ascertained what New Mexico is, and what 
are her limites and boundaries. ‘These cannot be 
fixed or known, till the line of division between 
herand Texas shall be ascertained and established 
—and numerous and weighty reasons conspire, in 
my judgment, to show that this divisional line 
ohael be established by Congreas, with the assent | 
of the government of Texas. In the first place, this | 
seems by far the most prompt inode of proceeding, | 
by hick the end:can be accomplished. If judicial | 
proceedings were reaurted to, such proceedings | 
would necessarily be slow, and years would pass 
by, in all probability, before the controversy could | 
be ended, So great a delay, in this case, is to be | 
avoided if possible. Such delay would be every | 
way inconvenient, and might be the occasion of 
disturbances and collisions. For the same reason, | 
1 would, with the utmost deference to the wisdom || 
of Congress, express a doubt of the expediency of | 
the appointment of commissioners, and of an ex- || 
amination, estimate, and an award of indemnity to 
be made by them. This would be but a species | 
of arbitration, which might last as long as a suit | 
at law. 

So far as I am able to comprehend the case, the || 
general facts are now all. known, and Congress is || 
as capable of deciding on it, justly and properly || 
now, as it prdbably would be after the/report of || 
the Commissioners. If the claim of title on the || 
mrt of Texas appears to Congress to be well | 
ounded, in whole or in part, it 1s in the compe- | 
tency of Congress to offer her an indemnity for 
the surrender of thatclaim. In a case like this, 
surrounded as itis, by many cogent considerations, | 
all calling for amicable adjustment and immediate \ 
settlement, the Government of the United Statea || 
would be justified, in my opinion, in allowing an | 
indemnity to Texas, not unreasonable and ex- 
travagant, but fair, liberal, and awarded in a just i 
spirit of accommodation. i 

I think no event would be hailed with more 
gratification by the people of the United States, 
than the amicable adjustment of questions of diffi- | 
culty, which have now, fora long time, agitated | 
the country, and occupied, to the exclusion of 
other subjects, the time and attention of Congress. 

Having thus freely communicated the results of 
my own reflection, on the most advisable mode of 

: 
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adjusting the boundary question, ! shall, neverthe- 
less, cheerfully acquiesce in any other mode which 
the wisdom of Congress may devise. 
And, in conclusion, | repeat my conviction, that 
every censideration of the public interest, mani- 
t 


| obedient servant, 


uestion. 
N, of Mississippi. 


the previous 

Mr. BRO I hope that this 
down by the previous question. | have something 
to say upon it. 

{Several Mempers: You can say it in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union.] 

The reading of the letters accompanying the 
message was called for. The Clerk read, as fol- 


| lows: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Texas, June 14, 1850. 
To his Exceilency Z. Tayvor, 
President of the United States: 
Sir: By authority of the Legislature of Texas, 
the Executive of the State, in February last, de- 
spatched a special Commissioner, with full power 


| and instructions to extend the civil jurisdiction of 
| this State over the unorganized counties of E! Paso, || 
| Worth, Presidio, end Santa Fé, situated upon its 
| northwestern limits. 
| 


That Commissioner has reported to me, in an 


| Official form, that the military officers employed in 
| the service of the United States, stationed at Santa 
| Fé, interposed adversely with the inhabitants to 
| the fulfillment of his object by employing their in- 
| fluence in favor of the establishment of a separate 
| State government, east of the Rio Grande, and 


within the rightful limits of the State of Texas. 1 
transmit to you, herewith, the proclamation of 
Colonel John Munroe, acting under the orders of 
the Government of the United States, under the 
designation of Civil and Military Governor of the 
Territory of New Mexico. 

I have very respectfully to request, that your 
Excellency will cause me to be informed, at your 
earliest possible convenience, whether, or not, this 
officer has acted in this matter under the orders of 
his Government, and whether his proclamation 
meets with the approval of the President of the 
United States? 


With assurances of distinguished consideration, | 


I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most 
P. H. BELL. 





DepartMeENT or Stare, 
Wasuinerton, August 5, 1850. 
To his Excellency P. H. Bex, 
Governor of Texas: 
Sir: A letter addressed by you tothe late Presi- 
dent of the United States, and dated on the 14th of 
June last, has, since his lamented decease, been 


_ transferred to the hands of his successor, by whom 


I am directed to address to you the following 
answer: 

In that letter you say that by the authority of 
the Legislature of Texas, the Executive of that 
State, in February last, dispatched a special Com- 
missioner, with full power and instractions to ex- 
tend the civil jurisdiction of that State over the 


| unorganized counties of El Paso, Worth, Presidio, 


and Santa Fé, situated upon its northwestern 
limits; and that the Commissioner has reported to 
you in an official form, that the military officers 
employed in the service of the United States, sta- 
tioned at Santa Fé, interposed adversely with the 
inhabitants to the fulfillment of his object, by em- 
ploying their influence in favor of the establish- 
ment of a separate State government east of the 
Rio Grande, and within the rightful limits of the 
State of Texas. You also transmit a copy of the 
proclamation of Colonel John Munroe, acti 

under the orders of the Government of the Uni 


States, under the designation of Civil and Military, 


Governor of the Territory of New Mexico, and 
respectfully request the President to cause you to 
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|| New Mexico, by their representatives, 

| Mr. BAYLY moved that it be referred to the || ‘nvited, is understood to have taken place, 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| and be printed. And on that motion he demanded 


Aug. 6, 


be informed whether or not this office 
in this matter under the orders of his Gon oe 
and whether his proclamation meets with at 
approval of the President of the United States the 
n the events which have occurred, the P, : 

dent hardly knows whether your Excellency om oe 
naturally expect an answer to this letter from hin , 
His predecessor in office, to whom it was addressed 
and under whose authority and direction the procla. 
mation of Colonel Munroe was issued, is no mor. 
and at this time, that proclamation, whatever eae 
be regarded as its true character, has ceased to Men 
influence or effect. The meeting of the people of 
which jy 
\ ‘ although 
this Government has as yet received no official ,,. 
formation of it. 

Partaking, however, in the fullest degree, in that 
high respect which the Executive Government of 


| most extraordinary document is not to be choked || the United States always entertains towards the 


Governors and the governments of the States the 
President thinks it bis duty nevertheless to mani. 
fest that feeling of respect by acknowledging an¢ 
answering your letter. And this duty, let me as. 
sure your Excellency, has been so long delayed 
only by uncontrollable circumstances, and is now 
performed at the earliest practicable moment, after 
the appointment of those heads of departments 
and their acceptance of office, with whom it jis 
usual, on important occasions, for the President of 
the United States to advise. 

In answer, therefore, to your first interrogatory, 
viz: whether Colonel Munroe, in issuing the procia- 
mation referred to, acted under the orders of this 
Government, the President directs me to state, 
that Colonel Munroe’s proclamation appears to 
have been issued in pursuance, or in consequence, 
of an order or letter of instructions given by the 
late Secretary of War, under the authority of the 
late President, to Lieutenant Colonel McCall. vf 
this order, which bears date on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, p49, your Excellency was undoubtedly in- 
formed at the date of your letter. A full and 
accurate copy, however, is attached to this com- 
munication. Colonel McCall is therein instructed, 
that if the people of New Mexico, for whom Con- 
gress had provided no government, should manifest 
a wish to take any steps to establish a government 
for themselves, and apply for admission into the 
Union, it will be his duty, and the duty of others 
with whom he is associated, not to thwart, 
but to advance their wishes. This order does 
not appear to authorize any exertion of military 
authority, or of any official or even personal in- 
terference to control, or affect in any way the pri- 
mary action of the people, in the formation of a 
government, nor to permit any such interference 
by subordinate officers. Colonel McCall and his 
associates were not called upon to take a lead in 
any measures, or even to recommend anything 
as fitto be adopted by the people. Their whole 
duty was confined to what they might be able to 
perform, subordinate to the wishes of the people. 
In this matter it was evidently contemplated that 
they were to act as the agents of the inhabitants, 
and not as officers of this Government. It must 
be recollected that the only government then ex- 
isting in the Territory was a quasi military gov- 
ernment; and as Congress has made no provision 
for the establishment of any form of civil govern- 
ment, and as the President doubtless believed, that 
under these eircumstances, the people had a right 
to frame a government for themselves, and submit 
it to Congress for its approval, the order was @ 
direction that the then existing military govern- 
ment should not stand in the way of the accom- 
plishment of the wishes of the people, nor thwart 
those wishes, if the people entertained them, for 
the establishment of a free, popular, republican, 
civil government, for their own protection and 
benefit. This is evidently the whole purpose and 
object of the order. The military officer in com- 
mand, and his associates, were American citizens, 
acquainted with the forms of civil and popular 
proceedings, and it was ex that they would 
aid the inhabitants of the Territory, by their ed- 
vice and assistance, in thele proceed 8 for estab- 
lishing a government of their own. ere is no 
reason to suppose that Colonel Munroe, an officer 
as much distinguished for se and disere- 
tion, as for gallant conduct in arms, meant to act, 
or did act otherwise than in entire 


ination 
and to the will of the among 
iben eerenn feted He was not ized to 
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to do anything whatever in his military 
jqcier, nor to represent in any way, the wishes 
ea Executive Government of the United States. 
"To judge intelligently and fairly of these trans- 
wions, we must recall to our recollection the 
: ~ymstances of the case as they then existed. 
eprevious to the war with Mexico, which com- 
menced in May, 1846, and received the sanction 

‘Congress on the 13th of that month, the Terri- 
wi of New Mexico formed a department or State 
of the Mexican Republic, and was governed by 

ws. 
ee Kearny, acting under orders from this 
Government, invaded this department with on 
armed force; the governor fled at his approach, 
and the troops under his command dispersed, and 
General Kearny entered Santa Fé, the capital, on 
the 18th of Angust, 1846, and took possession of 
the Territory in the name of the United States. On 
the 22d of that month, he issued a proclamation to 
the inhabitants, stating the fact that he had taken 
possession of Santa Fé, at the head of his troops, 
and announcing * his intention to hold the depart- 
ment with its Original bo@ndaries (on both sides 
of the Del Norte) and under the name of New 
exico.”” 

* that proclamation he promised to protect the 
inhabitants of New Mexico, in their persons and 
property, against their Indian enemies and all 
others; and assured them that the United States 
intended to provide for them a free government, 
when the people would be called upon to exercise 
the rights of freemen in electing their own repre- 
sentatives to the territorial legislature. On the 
same day be established a territorial constitution 
byan organic law, which provided for executive, 
jezislative, and judicial departments of the govern- 
ment; defined the right of suffrage, and provided 
for trial by jury, and at the same time estab- 
lished a code of laws. This constitution declared 
that “the country heretofore known as New Mex- 
‘ico, shall be known hereafter and designated as 
‘the Territory of New Mexico, in the United 
‘ Siates of America;’’ and the members of the lower 
house of the Legislature were apportioned among 
the counties established by the decree of the de- 
partment of New Mexico, of June 17, 1844, which 
counties, itis understood, included all the tefritory 
over which Texas has lately attempted to organize 
counties and establish her own jurisdiction. 

On the 224 of December, 1846, a copy of this 
constitution and code was transmitted by President 
Polk to the House of Representatives, in pursuance 
ofacallon him by that body. In the message 
transmitting the constitution, he says, that ‘* por- 
‘tions of it purport to establish and organize a 
‘ permanent territorial government over the territory, 
‘and to impart to its inhabitants political rights 
‘which, under the Constitution of the United States, 
‘can be enjoyed, permanently, only by*citizens of 
‘the United States. These have not been approved 
‘and recognized by me. Such organized regula- 
‘uons as have been established in any of the con- 
¢ vem Territories for the security of our conquest, 
“for the preservation of order, for the protection 

‘of the rights of the inhabitants, and for depriving 

‘the enemy of the advantages of these Territories 

‘while the military possession of them by the forces 

‘of the United States continue, will be recognized 

‘and approved.’’ ‘ 

Near four years have now elapsed since the 
quasi military government was established by mil- 
itary authority, and received, with the exceptions 
mentioned, the approval of President Polk. In 
the thean time, a treaty of peace has been concluded 
with Mexico, by which a boundary line was es- 
tablished, that left this Territory within the United 
States, thereby confirming to the United States, by 
treaty, what we had before acquired by conquest. 

he treaty, in perfect accordance with the proc- 
lamation of General Kearny, declared that the 
Mexicans remaining in this Territory should be in- 
corporated into the Union of the United States, 
and be admitted at the proper time, (to be judged 
of by the Congress of the United States,) to an en- 
ie of all the rights of citizens of the United 

tates, according to the principles of the Constitu- 
“ion; “and in the mean time should be maintained 
_ 2nd protected in the free enjoyment of their lib- 
, tty and property, and secured in the free exer- 
cise of their religion without restriction,” Thus it 
Will be perceived that the authority of the United 
over New Mexico, was the result of con- 


rend Mg 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





1527 





——————— pene 
ip nor doe? the President understand him as in- || quest; and the possession held of it, in the first fl providing for the settlement of this boundary. In- 


place, was of course a military possession, The | deed, no government, either Territorial or State, 


treaty added the title by cession to the already 
existing title by successful achieyments in arms. 
With the peace, there arose a vatural expectation, 
that, as early as possible, there would come a civil 
government to supersede the military. But until 
some such form of government should come into 
existence, it was matter of absolute necessity that 
the military government should continue,.as other- 
wise the country must fall into absolute anar- 
chy. And this has been the course generally, in 


a 


the practice of civilized nations, when colonies | 
or territories have been acquired by war, and their | 


acquisition confirmed by treaty. 
he mildary government, therefore, existing in 


New Mexico at the date of the order, existed there | 


of inevitable necessity. It existed as much against 


can be formed for New Mexico without providing 
for settling this boundary. Hence he regards the 
formation of this State constitution as a mere nul- 
lity. It may be regarded, indeed, as a petition to 
Congress to be admitted as a State; but, until 
Congress shall grant the prayer of such petition, 
by legal enactments, it effects the rights of neither 
party. But as it is the right of all to petition Con- 
| gress for any law which it may constitutionally 
| pass, this people were in the exercise of a common 
right when they formed their constitution, with @ 
view of applying to Congress for admission as a 
State; and as he thinks the act can prejudice no 


| one, he feels bound to approve of the conduct of 





the will of the Executive Government of the Uni- || 


ted States, as against the will of the people. The 
late President had adopted the opinion, that it was 
justifiable in the people of the Territory, under the 
circumstances, to form a constitution of govern- 
ment, without any previous authority conferred by 
Congress, and thereupon to apply for admission 
into the Union. It was under this state of things, 
| and under the influence of these opinions, that the 
order of the 19th November last was given, and 
executed in the manner we have seen. The order 
indicates no boundary, and defines no territory, 
except by the name of New Mexico; and so far 
as that indicates anything, it referred to a known 
| Territory, which had been organized under military 
authority, approved by the Executive, and leit 
without remonstrance or alteration by Congress 
for more than three years. It appears to the Presi- 
dent, that such an order could not have been in- 
tended to invade the rights of Texas. 

Secondly, you ask whether the proclamation of 
Colonel Munroe meets with the approval of the 
President of the United States? 

To determine this question, it is necessary to 
look at the object of the proclamation, and the 
effect of the proceedings had under it, 





of Texas. 


Colonel Munroe in issuing the proclamation. 

I am directed, also, to state, thatin the Presi- 
dent’s opinion it would not be just to suppose that 
the late President desited to manifest any unfriend- 
ly attitude or aspect towards Texas, or the clairns 
The boundary between Texas and 
New Mexico was known to be disputed; and it 
was equally well known that the Executive Gov- 


| ernment of the United States had no power to settle 


that dispute. Itis believed that the Executive power 
has not wished—it certainly does not now wish— 
to interfere with that question, in any manner 
whatever, as a question of title, 

In one of his last communications to Congress, 
that of the 17th of June last, the late President 
repeated the declaration that he had no power to 


| decide the question of boundary, and no desire to 


interfere with it; and that the authority to settle 
that question resided elsewhere. ‘The object of 


| the Executive Government has been, as | believe, 


| and as I am authorized to say it certainly now is, 
| to secure the peace of the country; to maintain as 


1 é : 
| far as practicable the state of things as it existed 


If the ob- | 


ject was to assume the authority to settle the dis- | 


— boundary with Texas, then the President 


as no hesitation in saying, such object does not | 


meet his approbation, because he does not believe 
that the Executive branch of this Government or 


the inhabitants of New Mexico, or both combined, | 
have any constitutional authority to settle that 


question. 


That belongs either to the judicial de- | 


partment of the Federal Government or to the | 


concurrent action by agreement of the legislative 
departments of the Governments of the United 
States and Texas. But it has been sufficiently 
shown that Colonel Munroe could have had no 
such object, and that his intention was merely to 


at the date of the treaty; and to uphold and pre- 
serve the rights of the respective parties as they 
were under the solemn guarantee of the treaty, 
until the highly interesting question of boundary 
should be finally settled by competent authority, 
This treaty, which is now a supreme jaw of the 
land, declares, as before stated, that the inhabit- 
ants shall be maintained and protected in the free 
enjoyment of their liberty and property, and se- 
cured in the free exercise of their religion. It will, 
of course, be the President’s duty to see that this 
law is sustained, and thé protection which it guar- 
anties made effectual—and this is the plain and 
open path of Executive duty, in which he pro- 


|| poses to tread. 
| Other transactions of a very grave character are 


act in aid of the people in forming a State consti- | 


tution to be submitted to Congress. - Assuming 
then that such a constitution has been formed, 
what is its effect upon the disputed boundary? If 


it compromits the rights of either party to that | 


question, then it does not meet the President’s ap- 
| probation, for he deems it his duty to leave the 
settlement of that question to the tribunal to whica 
it constitutionally belongs. It is sufficient for him 
that this boundary is in dispute. That the ter- 


ritory east of the Rio del Norte seems to be | 


claimed in good faith, both by Texas and New 
Mexico, or rather by the United States. Whatever 
might be his judgment in regard to their respective 
rights, he has no power to decide upon them, or 
even to negotiate in regard to them; and therefore 
it would be improper for him to express any opin- 
ion. The subject-matter of dispute is between the 


United States and Texas, and not between the in- | 


habitants of New Mexico and Texas. If those 
people should voluntarily consent to come under 


the jurisdiction of Texas, such consent would not | 
bind the United States or take away their title “to | 


the Territory. So, on the other hand, if they 
should voluntarily claim the title for the United 
States, it would not deprive Texas of her rights, 
whatever those rights might be. They can only 
be affected by her own acts, or a judicial decision, 
The State constitution formed by New Mexico can 


alluded to, and recited in your Excellency’s letter, 
To those transactions, | am now directed not more 
| particularly to advert, because the only questions 

propounded by you, respect the authority ander 


|| which Col, Munroe acted, and the approval or dis- 


approval of his proclamation. Your Excellency ’s 
| communication and this answer will be immediately 
laid before Congress, and the President will take 
that occasion to bring to its notice the transactions 
alluded to above. 

It is known to your Excellency, that the 
uestions growing out of the acquisition of Cali- 
ornia and New Mexico, and among them the 
highly important one of the boundary of Texas, 

have steadily engaged the attention of both Houses 


|| of Congress for many months, and atill engage it, 


| with intense interest. It is understood that the 
Legislature of Texas will be shortly in session, 
and wili have the boundary question also before it. 
It is a delicate crisis in our public affairs, not free 
certainly from possible dangers; but let us confi- 
dently trust that justice, moderation, patriotism, 
and the love of the Union, may inspire such coun- 
sels, both in the Government of the United States 
and that of Texas, as ‘shall carry the country 
through these dangers, and bring 1 safely out of 
them all, and with renewed assurances of the con- 
tinuance .of mutual respect and harmony in the 


\| great family of States. . 


have no legal validity until it is recognized and 


adopted by the law-making power of the United 
States. Until that is done it has no sanction, and 


the United States, to the territory in dispate, An 
it is not to be presumed that Ceexsose will ever 


give its sanction to that constitution without first 





’ 
can have no effect upon the rights of Texas, or of | 


| _ 1 have the honor to be, with entire regard, your 

| Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

| DANIEL WEBSTER, 

Secretary of State. . 

The reading of the letters having been con- 
cluded— 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Barty] tas demanded the previous question, 
Mr. BAYLY. | I rise for the purpose of with. 
| drawing the motion for the papvious question. 
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Mr. CARTTER. I renew it. 
Mr. BAYLY-. IL have not yielded the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 

Mr. Barty] will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. I had demanded the 
previous question on my motion, with a view to 
stop debate in the House. I made the motion be- 
cause 1 knew that debate here would obstruct all || 
other business. 1 moved to refer the message to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, bat did not intend nor desire to stop de- 
bite altogether. On the contrary, 1 moved the 
reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union, where we all knew that a lati- | 
tude of debate is allowed which does not exist in || 
the House. Nor, sir, would there be any unrea- 
sonable delay in getting at the subject by making 
that reference. On the contrary, the message can- 
not be printed until tu-morrow or next day, and l 
did not presume that gentlemen desired that the 
discussion should take place until the papers had || 
been printed. I hope that the Post Office appro- 
printion bili will be got through with to-day. 1 | 
shail, as I have already announced, call up the | 
Civil and Diplomatic bill so soon as the Post Office | 
bill is disposed of. It is not my intention to offer | 
n resolution to stop debate on the former bill, |; 
until a reasonable time for debate shall have been |) 
ellowed, For, sir, if my call for the previous 
question should be sustained by the House, the | 
debate on the message would be postponed only || 
for a day, and I presume its commencement sooner | 
than that cannot be desired, as it would but ob- || 
struct the public business. I can see, therefore, 
no impropriety in the motion | have made. But || 
as there is a clamor here among some of my || 
friends, | withdiaw the demand for the previous || 
question. 

Mr. HOWARD rose, he said, to a privileged ‘| 
question. He moved that the message and ac- | 
compan ying documents be laid upon the table and | 

rinted. 
r The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia | 
[Mr. Bayty] has moved to refer the message | 
aud accompanying documents to the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that || 
they be printed. If the gentleman from Texas || 

. [Mr. Howarp] insists on the motion to lay on the || 
table, the question must be first taken on that mo- 
tion. And it is not debatable. 

Mr. HOWARD. 1 withdraw the motion, I || 

résume, however, that | am entitled to the floor. | 

The SPEAKER assented, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, (to the Speaker.) Is 
it in order to move that the House resolve itself | 
into Commitee of the Whole on the state of the |, 
Union? || 

Mr. HOWARD claimed the floor. | 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman would 

roceed with his remarks. 

Mr. MORSE. Will the gentleman from Texas 
[Mr. HowAnp] allow me a single moment? 

Mr. HOWARD. I cannot yield the floor. 1 || 
wish to submit the few remarks I have to make || 

now. 













Mr. HOWARD proceeded. On the present oc- || 
casion I desire to make only a very few observa- || 
tions on the message of the President of the United || 
States, tis as unfortunate as it is extraordinary. || 
It can have no other tendency at this critica! junc- | 
tare of public affairs, than to prevent an adjust- || 
ment of this boundary controversy, by defeating 
the passage of the bill introduced into the other | 
wing of the Capitol on yesterday, by the Senator || 
from Maryland, which might, in all probability, | 
have been so amended as to have secured the | 
rights of Texas and the honor of the South. 

in what attitude hac the President placed the 
issue in the communication which he has made to 
Congress as to Texas? So far as the right of || 
possession, if not the title itself, is concerned, all || 
the country on the east bank of the Rio Grande is | 
assumed by the message to be in the United | 
States. This possession, in exclusion of the ju- 
riadiction of Texas, the President declares he will || 
maintain by the military arm of this Government. | 
It is true that, while he assumes that the country, | 
to the extent of the ancient limits of New Mexico, | 
belongs to the United States under the treaty with | 
Mexico, he recommends to Congress to make to | 
Texas a liberal compensation in money for her | 
claim. He draws the sword upon Texas, and | 
then calls upon her to cede her territory. As one | 
of the Representatives of Texas, | never will vote, |) 

° 
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in reply to the Governor of Texas, gave assu- 


| the war, would cease on the conclusion of a peace 


| the rights of the inhabitants, and will cease on the conelu- 


| look the fact, that, after the treaty of Hidalgo on 
; the 12th of October, 1848, the Secretary of War, 


| otherwise than to be sustained on all proper oc- 


| whieh Texas has established or may establish there, is to 
i) be respected, and in no manner whatever interfered with 


| by Mr. Secretary Crawford in his instructions to 


| 1849, with the single modification that it was not 


|| and jurisdiction of Texas. 
| in the following language: 


© 






without positive instructions, to cede any portion 
of her territory while the sword is thus pointed at 
her throat. By no vote of mine, sir, is the State 
to be coerced and overawed into a transfer of her 
territory. Y 
Sir, this message is an artful and studied mis- 
representation of the most materia} part of the his- 
tory of this subject, The President assumes, that 
he is doing no more than to maintain the ¢on- 
dition of things as it existed after the conclusion 
of peace with Mexico. He remembers to forget, 
that one of his predecessors, in February, 1847, 


rances to that State, that the temporary military 
government established there for the purpose of 


with Mexico. The Secretary of State, by order 
of the President, gave to Texas the following 
pledge as to this military government: 


“Tt is merely such a government as must exist under the 
laws of nations and of war, to preserve order and protect 


sion of a treaty of peace with Mexico.”’ 
The President in his message chooses to over- 


Mr. Marcy, gave directions to the military gov- 
ernor at Santa Fé, that all the country on the east 
bank of the Rio Grande formerly pertaining to 
New Mexico, was within the rightful limits of 
Texas, and that the jurisdiction of it was to be 
tarned over to that State, and that her civil author- 
ities were not to be interfered with by the military, 


casions. It was to this effect: 


«In regard to that part of what the Mexicans called New 
Mexien, lying east of the Rio Grande, the civil authority 


by the miliiary force in that departinent, otherwise than to 
Jend aid on proper occasions in sustaining it.” 


This order was expressly recited and adopted 
the same officer, of the date of the 26th of March, 


anticipated that Texas would extend her jurisdic- 
tion to that remote region; but if she attempted to 
do so, he would so arrange his command as not 
to oppose or come in conflict with the authorities 
That portion of it was 


| have to remark, that it is not expected Texas will un- 
dertake to extend her civil government over the remote 


| region designated; but should she do so, you wil confine 


your action, under the clause above cited, to arranging 


|| yourcemmand in such manner as not to come in conflict 


with the authorities so constituted.” 

Thus both the administrations of Mr. Polk and 
President Taylor admitted the right of possession 
to be in the State of Texas, and ordered it de- 
livered over to her authorities. It was an invita- 


|| tion to her to take possession of the country. 


President Fillmore now changes these orders afier 
the right of possession has thus vested in the State 
of Texas, and been acknowledged by this Gov- 
ernment. It is a gross usurpation, and a fraud 
upon the rights of that State. 

The instructions of Mr. Crawford to Colonel 
McCall, of the 19th of November, 1849, directing 
the military authorities in New Mexico to aid the 
people of New Mexico in the formation of a State 
constitution, are not in terms a change of the 
order of the 26th of March. No boundary is 
mentioned. Nothing is said which could warrant 
Colonel Munroe in authorizing the people on 
the east bank of the Rio Grarde to participate in 
that State government. I am aware that General 
Taylor intimated to Congress that he intended to 


| maintain the possession for the United States on 


the east bank of the Rio Grande, until the question 


| of boundary was settled; but he never issued any 


order to titateffect. President Fillmore, therefore, 
has changed the whole position of this question, 
and threatens to uphold that change by the force 
of arms. : 

It now remains to be seen whether a sovereign 
State of this Union can be invaded by the Federal 
Government, and subdued within its own limits b 
military power and violence. The solution of this 
question will form an era in the history of this Gov- 
ernment, 

Mr. H. having concluded— 

Mr. MORSE rose to inquire of the Speaker 
what the question was? 

The SPEAKER said, that the question was on 
referring the message and accompanying docu- 





ments to the Committee of the W 
of the Union, and ordering oe ee State 

Mr. MORSE. Sol supposed.) ™'*t- 

Mr, MORSE said, he had been excer 

tified with the remarks of the gentleman f 
exas who had just addressed the House.” 

who had characterized this message as one ee 
most extraordinary productions of the age in 
he desired to say further, that he hoped the Ho ad 
before giving ita sanction to the doctrines 
tained in that message, would refer it to a » oan 
committee, with instructions to examine and oo ul 
tain whether they were such as should oo 
from the House of Representatives of the United 
States in the nineteenth century. He would vm 
far in extending courtesy to the Executive De P 
ment of this Government as any gentleman 
that floor, but he could not vote to print seach 
less to endorse sentiments that seemed to milita 
against every idea of State rights. It had wu 
been seen that the action of this Government mi 
tending to the annihilation of State rights, And. 
sir, (continued Mr. M.) since the days of the alice, 
and sedition laws, there has been nothing j 
history of this country 
lates every idea of Sta 
sage. 

ir, the President of the United States, so far ag 

I can judge from the imperfect manner in which 

I have heard the message read, tells you that it js 

his sworn duty to execute the law. It is true, jt 

is his sworn duty to execute the law; but | have 

yet to learn that itis the duty or the right of the 

Executive Chief Magistrate of this country, io 

decide a question of boundary between a sovereign 

State and thts Government. Sir, he cuis the Gor. 

dian knot; he undertakes to settle, by an Execy. 

tive-edict, the rights of a sovereign State of this 
Union to territory equal in extent to one of the 
largest States. And as a neighbor of Texas, and 
as a friend of State rights, | wili not sanction by 
my vote even the printing of a document con. 
taining such monstrous heresies as this contains, 
if | have heard it aright. | move that it be re. 
ferred to a special committee for examination; 
and in making that motion, | will take occasion wo 
say that I have no desire to be the chairman of 
the committee. That is a right which belongs to 
the gentleman from Texas. 1 hope, however, 
that before the publication of such a document as 
this is authorized by this House, it will at least be 
subjected to an examination by a committee, and 
that the report of that committee will accompany 
it, when published, in order that we may see how 
far a doctrine of this kind is to be sanctioned by 
this House. 1 move that the question of printing 
be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. DUNCAN next obtained the floor, and said 
he did not rise to debate this question. It seemed 
to him that debate was out of place at this time. 
Before it could intelligently be debated, they 
should have it printed and before them; there 
cuvuld then be no room for misrepresentation and 
mistake. Nor did he see what advantage could 
occur from debating this subject at this time. 
They had no measure before the House for its 
action; they were likely soon to have some such 
measure, and upon itall would have the opportunity 
of expressing their views in relation to the whole 
subject. He would, therefore, move the previous 
question, and he gave notice that he should not 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BURT desired the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts to allow him to move that the mes- 
sage be made the special order for some early 
day—say Friday or Monday. He desired 
speak to the message at the earliest day. 

‘The SPEAKER. The motion to make a spe- 
cial order can only be received by unanimous con- 
sent. 

ea BURT said he supposed nobody would 
object. 

Ubjections were made in various quarters. 

, a HILLIARD inquired what was the ques- 
tion 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Bayty,] to refer the message and accomp.nying 

ocuments to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and order them printed. The 
Chair understood the gentleman from Louisiana 


alien 


N the 
at 0 completely annihj. 


ights as this very mes. 


to wom a to a special commiitce. 
r. in his seat) no assent. 
The SPEAKER sails if House ref used to 
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150. 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
the Union, the question would then be upon | 
motion of the gentleman from Louisiana. 
The question being upon seconding the demand 
for the previnns question— 
Mr. TOOMBS and others demanded the yeas 
8. 
ie SPEAKER reminded gentlemen that the 
and was not in order vpon the second. | 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 





quowrson, of Mississippi, and Casey, were ap- 
ease was taken, and the tellers reported 
eaves 107, noes 49." 
go the previous question was seconded. 
The question being, “Shall the main question 
be now put?” 
Mr. TOOMBS, Mr. ORR, and others, demanded 


nd nays. 
i), HOLM ES rose (he said) toa point of order; | 





od inquired of the Chair if it were not usual, and | 


if it would not be much more appropriate, for the 
commentary of the House to go out with the text? 

The SPEAKER said, debate or conversation 
was not in order. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, desired to ask the 


entieman from Massachusetts if he would not | 


consent to modify his motion so as to provide for 
meking the message a special order? 

Cries of ** No, no,” and objections. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGE inquired what would be the effect of 


go over one da 


Mr. MORSE inquired, whether, after the motion || 


torefer were put, the question would not then be 
on the motion to print? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the motion,of the 
centleman from Virginia (Mr. Bayxy]| was to refer 
and print. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





The question, ** Shall the main question be now | 


taken”? was put, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 130, nays’ 58; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, An- 
dersou, Ashmun, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, 


Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Witham J. Brown, Buel, || 


Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dimmieck, Disney, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Danham, Durkee, 
Nathan Evans, Piteh, Fowler, Preedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Har- 
lan, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Hoagland, Houston, Hanter, William T. Jaekson, 


Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr,George G. King, James | 


G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Levin, Lit- 
tlebeld, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDonald, Me- 
Lanatian, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Oule, 
Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Peck, Phelps, Phenix, Potter, Putnam, 


refusing to order the main question to be now put? | 
The SPEAKER replied, that the message would || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. POTTER expressed his willingness to do 
so—and E 





ment or the motion indicated by the gentleman 
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Mr. HOLMES renewed the amendment, and 


called for a vote. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 


expressed the hope either that his amend. 


from Missouri, [Mr. Pae.rs,} to strike out the |! rejected. 
entire section, would prevail. os Mr. CHANDLER moved the following amend- 
Before taking his seat, Mr. P. corrected anerror || ment: 


into which he had been led yesterday by stating 
the amount chargeable to the Government for free 
postage of letters and their estimated delivery to 
be $900,000 a year, instead of $644,605. 


1 the motion which he had mode would prevail, and | 
“postage should be reduced or not, there were other 


| duce him to make this motion. If these surns were | 
| taken from the revenues of the department, it || 





| department. 


/am an advocate of cheap postage. 





| five cents is now the smallest, and if one of three 
| cents is ordered by law, | would vote for a reduc- 
; tion to. that sum. 


Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, | 


Rockwell, Root. Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spauldin’, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, Join B. Thompson, 
Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Wood, and Young—130, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, 
Bovd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, Clingman, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Colenek, Conrad, Edinundson, Ewing, Frath- 
eiston, Green, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, |. G. Harris, 
8. W. Harris, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, 
Jose ph W. Jacksou, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kauiman, La ére, Muson, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, 
Finis E. vieLean, McMullen, MeQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, 
Millson, Morse, Morton, Ore, Owen, Powell, Savage, Sed- 
dow, Reehard H, Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, 


Jacob Thomrson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Weliborn, 
and Wood ward-—58. 


3 _ the main question was ordered to be now 
en, 

And then the message and accompanying docu- 
ments were referred to the ammeaditon anf the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 

Printed, 

Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
tnd that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

. THE POST OFFICE BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
oa into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
on Union, (Mr. Boy in the anal.) and resumed 
; ‘consideration of the bill making appropriations 
or the service of the Post Office Department, &c. 
® pending question was on the amendment of 

Mr. Porter. , 

Li PHELPS asked Mr. P. to withdraw it. 

CHAIR inquired of the gentleman from 


Ohio ; i . \ 7 es 
amend ese OTTER] Whether he withdrew his 


| 
: 


tion except the last line. 
committee with any extended remarks on the mo- 


tion that he had submitted. 
he had made yesterday he had endeavored to show | 


| lacy—it would be as reasonable to require the navy | 


| Strike out “ For compensation of tan temporary clerks 
| two at $1400 each, two at $1,200 each, and six at $1,000 
} each per annum, $11,200; and insert “ For compensation 

of fifteen temporary clerke—four at $1,400 each, four at 
$1,200 each, and seven at $1,000 each.”? 

After some conversation, 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order, on the ground that its operation was to 
|| change an existing law. 
|| Mr. PHELPS moved an amendment to strike 
|| out $97,365, and to insert in heu thereof $70 600, 
In the remarks that || in the item for compensation of the Assistant Pest. 

masters General, clerks, messengers, assistant mes- 


Mr. P. then withdrew the amendment. } 
Some explanatory conversation followed. 
Mr. PHELPS moved to strike out the first sec- | 
Mr. P. said, he did not intend to detain the 


the injustice of appropriating the revenues of the || cengers, and watchmen of said department. 
Post Office Department to defray the expenditures 


; : ; | He briefly exnlained that the amount by which 
proposed in the first section of the bill. He hoped | he proposes to reduce this item, had been included 


in the deficiency bill, and was, therefore, unneces- 
sary here. He withdrew the amendment. 

| Mr. BAYLY renewed it, (pre forma.) and said, 
that gentiemen might rely upon it, that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had not been so inai- 
tentive to their duties as to have neglected to look 
at this subject. On this very point they had had 
an interview with the Postmaster General; and 
upon examining the deficiency bill, they were sat- 
isfied that this was not a double appropriation. He 
expressed the hope that it would be retained. 

Mr. PHELPS read a letter of the Postmaster 
General, of July 29, 1850, recommending the re- 
duction of the appropriation by the amount pro- 
posed, and for the reasons he had stated, 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, (upon a pro forma amendment,) to 
show the incorrectness of theestimate made by the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Pest Roads, [Mr. Potter} of $900,000 as the ex- 
| pense per annum of the transportation through the 
| mails of free matter, cited the statement reported 
| from the department of 439,446 lbs. as the weight 

of said matter, and said that if that amount were 
| reduced to ounces, and five cents per ounce we re 
| charged forit all, (ireluding public documents, 
speeches, and newspapers,) the amount would be 
only $351,000. If the great proportion of it were 
charged at pamphlet and newspaper postage, as it 
ought to be, his impression was, (though of course 
he could not speak with absolute certainty.) that 
it would not amount to more than $100,000. He 
considered these estimates of the department in 
regard to the expenses of the franked matter ex- 
cessively erroneous. 

Mr. POTTER (upon a pro forma amendment) 
said, he had made his estimate of the expenses of 
franked matter (as stated by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means) from the report 
of the Postmaster General. He stated the fact, 
that under the act of 1845, the postmaster of thia 
city was required to keep an account of the post- 
age of the different departments of the Govern- 
ment, and from that account it appeared that the 
postage of these departments amounted to over 
| $555,000 annually. 
| Mr. BAYLY said, to make an aggregaie of 
$900,000 at five cents a piece would require one 
hundred and eighty millions of letters, 

Some further conversation occurred upon this 
point between the two gentlemen. 

Mr. CHANDLER moved to amend the bill in 
| the first section, by striking out the item “ for com- 

pensation of ten temporary clerks, two at $1,400, 


that these items would hereafter ve inserted in the | 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, where they | 
properly belonged. Whether the present rates of | 


aemanaty 


considerations which operated upon his mind to in- | 


} 


would diminish the amount of money at the dis- | 
posal of the Postmaster General, for increasing | 
mail facilities and establishing new post routes in 
the western States. The Postmaster General was | 
compelled to rely on the revenues of the depart- | 
ment for the support of the Post Office establish. | 
ment. The money proposed to be appropriated | 
by this bill is to be paid out of the revenue of that | 
And if the revenues should be insuf- | 
ficient for that purpose, the deficiency could not || 
be drawn from the Treasury under existing laws. | 
He could not, therefore, sanction the course pur- || 
sued by the Committee of Ways and Meana, in 
making this additional charge upon the revenues 
of that department—a charge which had always 
been paid out of the Treasury proper until this 
time 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. VENABLE. | renew this proposition to 
strike out the first section of the bill, because I 
I will vote for 
a reduction of the postage to the uniform rate, and 
that the smallest silver coin of the United States— 


The doctrine that the Post 
Office Department ought to support itself, is a fal- | 


to support itself by piracy, or the army by plun- | 
der. We have no departmentof our Government— | 
no arm of our power, which ministers more to 

the comfort and intellectual enjoyment of the peo- 

ple, more efficient in the progress of civilization, 

than the post office organization. There is noth- | 
ing for which | would more cheerfully pay a tax, 

nothing which so universally pervades the whole | 
people by its salutary influences, nothing better 
calculated to fix the conviction that Government |! 
manifests a paternal regard for the citizens of this || 
great country, than those means of intercommuni 

cation which the post office secures. If no part of 
the country obtained those facilities, except those |, 
which paid for the expense, then the distant Ter- | 
ritories would be denied, and the whole system || 
would ultimately perish by inaction. Let cheap | 
postage be adopted as the best means of raising | 
revenue. Extend the advantages to all parts of | 


the country, and pay for the deficit out of the pub- || and two at $1.200 each; and six at $1,000 each per 
lic Treasury. Our northern lakes and sea-coast are | annum, $11,200,” ant inserting in lieu thereof, the 
studded with light-houses—ports of entry are nu- || following: 
merous, and millions expended for fortifications, | « For compensation of fiteen temporary clerks—four at 
which, except as a mere means of expenditure of || 81,400 each, four at $1,200 each, and seven at $1,000 each 
money in favored localities, are as preposterous for || Per annum—17,400.” 
defence, as it would be to cage up a puppy tokeep || Mr. CHANDLER said he did not propose this 
him from killing a lion; all these are done, but || amendment with a view of making any remarks 
gentlemen are filled with horror, lest money should || beyond the simple statement, that the addition 
be spent to facilitate the intercourse of distant || asked for by this amendment is rendered neces~ 
rts. Sir, a Government which will do justice and || sary by the increased force in the other branches 
ese to and supply the wants of the people, who || df the department. . For the purpose of preserving 
by impartial and parental care will cause those || harmony of operation, this change, therefore, was 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast to feel that || called for. It was necessary that the Auditor of 
their rights, as well as their comforts are subjects || the Post Office Depariment should have the in- 
of just regard, is a Government worth preserving, creased number of clerks provided by this amend- 





and no other is. ment, in order te keep up with the increase in the 
My. V. withdrew the amendment. force of the Post Office proper. 
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The question was then stated to be on the 
amendment of Mr. Caanpier. 

Mr. JONES requested the Chairman to state 
whether, in his judgment, the amendment was in 
order, ’ 

The CHAIRMAN stated that, inasmuch as the 
amendment proposed to increase the number of 
clerks provided for by law, it was not in order, 

So the amendment was not entertained. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to amend that item of the 
bill which appropriated $3,038 for repairs of the 
Post Office building, furniture, &c., by increasing 
tie amount to $5,000. 

Mr. PHELPS explained, that this sum was re- | 
quired in consequence of the increase in the num- 
ber of clerks in the Post Office Department. The 
Postmaster General had estimated that an addi- 
tional sum of $2,000 was necessary to procure ad- 
ditional furniture, &c. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the item (previouely under consideration) by in- 
creasing the number of additional clerks from ten | 
to fifteen. 

Mr. S,-in explanation, said, he underatood | 
from those who were more particularly interested, | 
and who knew more of the wants of the depart- 
tment than he did, or than, probably, any member 
of the House did, that these clerks were necessary | 
to facilitate the business of the department. 

The CHAIR interposed, and ruled the amend- | 
ment out of order on the same ground on which the | 
Chair had ruled out of order a similar amend- | 
ment offered by the gentleman frem Pennsylvania, | 
{[Mr. Cuanpver. 

Mr. STANTON appealed from the decision. 

A long conversation followed on points of order, 
after which— 

Mr. STANTON, at the request of Mr. Jones, | 
withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. JONES then submitted that there was no ne- | 
cesity for the increase of temporary clerks pro- 
posed by the bill, inasmuch as authority had been 
given during the last Congress to employ perma- | 
nently all the additional clerical service which the 
oublic business required, and that provision had 
been made for their pay up to 30th June, 1851. 

Mr. CASEY renewed the amendment, and ex- | 
plained the necessity for the proposed increase of | 
clerks in the office of the Sixth Auditor. He said | 
that in consequence of the employment of the | 
twenty-two additional clerks authorized by the de- | 
ficiency bill in the Post Office Departmert proper, | 
the business had been sent much more rapidly to | 
the Auditor’s office, (where were passed all the | 
accounts of the Post Office Department,) and that | 
it was clogged there for want of a sufficiency of | 
clerical force. The same reason for an increase 
of clerks existed at the Auditor’s office that had 
existed in the Post Office Department proper. | 
The increase was absolutely necessary for the | 
dispatch of the public business; it was a mis- 
placed economy to withhold it. He withdrew the | 
amendment. 

Mr. CHANDLER renewed it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON renewed, and insisted upon | 
the point of order, that the amendment was out of 
order, as it proposed an appropriation for an object 
not authorized by law. He caused to be read the | 
Bist rule. 

** No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for rey expenditure not previously authorized by law ; un- 
jese in Continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, anf for the contin- 
geneies for carrying on the several departments of the Gov- 
ernment,’ 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of érder, 
and decided the amendment to be in order. 

Some irregular conversation followed on the 
point of order, in which 

Mr. HOLMES quoted the last clause of the rule | 
just read, to justify the decision of the Chair; and 
said that the department being established by law, 
anything necessary to the activity of its machinery 
was a ‘contingency for carrying it on,” and was 
in order. : 

The question recurring on the amendment, =f 

Mr. CHANDLER aaid, that the remarks of his 
colleague covered the whole or: and rendered 
any further explanation of amendment unne- | 
ceseary. It was well known (he said) that the | 
business of the Post Office Department was falling 
behind more and more every year; and that not | 
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only from the deficit of clerks but from the great 
increase of the business. Twenty-two additional 
clerks had already been assigned to the Post Office 
Department proper, who (though still not a suffi- 
cient force) had accelerated the business and sent 
it forward to the office of the Auditor of the Post 
Office Department more rapidly than it could there 
be disposed of. Hence the necessity for these 
clerks. He trusted that no objection would be 
made. He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. POTTER renewed it, and said, the Post 
Office Committee had received a communication 
from the Auditor of the Post Office Department, 
which explained the necessity for these clerks. The 
communication being very long, he did not pro- 
pose to read it entire, but at the request of gentle- 
men around him, proceeded to explain it and read 
extracts; and before he had concluded, his five 
minutes expired. 

Tellers (Messrs. Venan.e and Fow.er) were 
appointed. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 66, noes 62. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

A motion was made and withdrawn that the, 
committee rise 

Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the bill at the 
end of the first section, by adding the following 
words: 

After line 43, insert as follows: 

* For additional compensation to two night watchmen in 
the General Post Office building from Ist July, 1849, to June 
30, 1851, so as to place them on the same footing as the 
watchmen in the other Executive buildings, and to correct 
an error in the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year commen- 
cing Ist July, 1849, whereby $130 ‘was appropriated for the 
“messenger,” instead of the two watchmen in the Post 


|| Office Department, (Acts second session 30th Congress, 


page 62,) $260. And the said clause, making an appro- 


|| priation of : dditional compensation of 8130 for messenger 


of the Post Office Department, is hereby repealed.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS explained that the object of the 
amendment was to correct an error in the civil 
list bill of last year, in the section providing for 
the increase of the compensation of the workmen 
of the Post Office Department. 

Some explanatory conversation followed on the 
part of Messrs. JONES, BROWN, of Indiana, 
and PHELPS—after which— 

Mr. PHELPS so modified his amendment (on 
the suggestion of Mr. Jones) as to repeal the for- 
mer provision increasing the compensation of the 
messengers. [It is inserted above, as modified. ] 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 


| and it was agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the following, viz: 

* For rearranging files of quarterly returns, and providing 
boxes and cases, and for arranging, indexing, and filing 
vouchers in the archives of the office, $1,500.” 

After a word of conversation with Mr. Porrer, 

Mr. CHANDLER withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. CASEY renewed it, and briefly explained 
that there had been so large an accumulation of 
the quarterly returns and other papers in the Aud- 
itor’s office, as to render the amendment necessary. 
He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. POTTER renewed it, and said, there was 
no necessity for this appropriation for the re- 
arrangement of the papers. Ifthey were deranged, 
the derangement had taken place since P. G. 
Washington left the office. While that gentleman 
was Auditor, the papers were filed in such order 
that the clerks could at any moment lay their 
hands on any file from any part of the United 
States. The present clerical force was sufficient 
to preserve them in perfect arvangement. 

Pending the question— 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 


|| ayes 56, noes 56. 


The CHAIRMAN voted in the affirmative, 
making—ayes 57, noes 56. 

So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. JONES made an unsuccessful effort to in- 
troduce a resolution, (which was not read.) 

And on motion, the House’ adjourned. 


PETITION. 


The following petition was presented, upder the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The memorial of the 
President and Stockholders of Virginia and East Tennessee 
Railroad Company, praying Congress to make a grant of the 
public domain, to aid in the construction of said road. 


Aug. 6, 
CE Oi ee 


Tvespay, Jugust 6, 1850. 

Mr. DICKINSON teda : 
sengers on board the United States mail 
Tennessee, on her voyage from Panama nearner 
Francisco, asking the enactment ofa law to 
late the number of passengers to be transpores. 
vessels employed on that route. The m omen in 
set forth a list of great grievances, and mee 
of abuses. They say that many who agr ee ain 
paid for berths had neither beds nor sleepin — 
furnished them, and were forced to han 
weathers on deck, or in such places between de - 
as they could stow themselves; that so ene ; 
are these vessels, that, in the event of a gale ei 
wind, when the passengers are forced below " 
could not fail to be fatal to the lives of man : 
They call attention to the treatment of Gin, 
passengers, who, for the most part, belong to . 
best class of citizens, accustomed to all the decen, 
cies and comforts of respectable homes, and ho 
paid one hundred and filty dollars for their a 
sages, and expected in return fair treatment and 
decent food, but, instead of which, the meat fy). 
nished was frequently partially putrid, the brea 
decayed and miserably scanty, and the vegetadies 
poor and unsound; that this unwholesome fy) 
was frequently served, half-cooked, amid filth and 
all uncleantiness, on the forward deck, exposed i 
all weathers, where the stench of hogs and cay 
kept to supply the table of the officers of the shy, 
and cabin passengers, rendered their meals so dis. 
gusting and loathsome that it was with difficy' 
they could take sufficient food to support life; ih. 
the entire saloon of the vessel is abondoned to pur. 
poses of gambling, when not occupied as a refer. 
tory, and the tables are regularly spread with aij 
the paraphernalia of gambling, piles of gold and 
silver, and nothing is eeen or heard but the playersat 
faro and mont, by playing which men are frequenily 
ruined in fortune and blasted in reputation. They 
submit the whole subject to the wisdom of Con- 
gress, and ask such legislative provisions as shall 
correct the evils, and prevent the recurrence of the 
abuses complained of. 

I move (said Mr. D.) that the memorial be re. 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the honorable 
Senator that the reference had better be made to 
the Committee on Commerce. Cases of the kind 
are numerous, and require the investigation of 
that committee. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have no objection, and 
will move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of Montpelier, in the 
State of Vermont, representing the depressed con- 
dition of manufactures, and asking that the law of 
1846 may be so altered or amended that manufac- 
turers may be enabled to pursue their vocations 
with no other obstacles than the vicissitudes of 
domestic trade—healithful competition—and that 
the revenue law of 1846 may be so amended that 
the material prosperity of the country and the dig- 
nity of labor may be preserved and perpetuated; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manv- 
factures. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
to the State of Alabama the right of way ands 
donation of public land for the purpose of locating 
and constructing a railroad from the point at whic’ 
the Nashville and Chattanooga road crosses te 
Tennessee river to the town of Chattanooga, ' 
ported back the same without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Comm: 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referr 
House bill for Le relief of Jacob P. Montgomery, 


reported back the same without amendment, av! 
recommended its passage. 
RESOLUTION, 
Mr. MANGUM submitted the following resolu 
tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, (ak 
out a copyright for, and print on his own account, the dee- 


“A comprehensive view of the principal in- 
saethcanaiiads countries of the he " : 
chart, whieh accompanied the report e Se ¥' 
saat to the Senate under date of the 23d of Apeil be!, re 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations; avd 
the Secretary of the Senate be and he is hereby au 









=. on five thousand copies of the work, together 


peer t, onder the above title, for the use of the Sen- 
ovided the same shal! be delivered by Mr. Palmer at 





a 











eding two dollars per copy of not less than 
ie ns Ot ages OCtA¥O, printed on fine paper, and neatly 
in muslin. 
oe coMMERCE OF BRITISH AMERICA. 
in vr. DAVIS of Massachusetts, submitted the 





flowing. which was considered and agreed to: 
gnoleed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
nicate to the Senate,at the next session of Con- 
such information as he has or may obtain respecting 
‘rie and commerce of British American colonies with 
+ United States and other places since 1829. 
COLLECTION DISTRICT. | 
motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- 
geded to consider Senate bill No. 300, being the 
pill to amend the act entitled ** An act to amend, 
i the cases therein mentioned, the act to regulate 
ie duties on imports and tonnage.” | 
The bill having been read a second time, was 
wnsidered in Committee of the Whole, and, no | 
amendment having been proposed, the bill was re- 
ned to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, and was read @ third time by unan- 
jmous consent, and passed. 


MAP OF TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 
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io the conaideration of the following resolution, 

yhich was submitted by him on Thursday last: 
Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Senate purchase for 

the ase of the Senate one thousand copies of Disturnell’s 


map, whic 
povided they do not cost exceeding one dollar each. 


tor from Texas will give some reason why we are 
to buy one thousand copies of this map. 

Mr.RUSK. The reason is precise! 
question of the boundary of Texas and N 
ico isa matter which is much discussed, and of 
course information will be desired on the subject. 
The map | propose to buy is Disiurnell’s map, 
which accompanied the treaty. I look upon this 
map as material in this controversy, as it would 
throw a great deal of information upon a vital and 
important question, which should be desired by 
those who oppose, as well as those who sustain, 
the claim of Texas. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
would like to know from the Senator from Texas 
whether there is any possibility of purchasing the 
map described. 1 recollect that when the treaty 
was under discussion, a resolution was introduced 
to furnish each Senator with a copy of that map. 
But when the Secretary attempted to buy the map, 
it was not to be found. He finally furnished each 
member of the Senate with®a copy of a map, which 
was not the map which was used in the treaty 
and had the seal of the treaty upon it, but one 
with many errors corrected, which were known to 


this: the 


nd 


‘ exist in the old map. A map was furnished to 
At that | 


the Senate with those corrections in it, 
time | called the attention of the Senate to the mat- 
ter, On the old map there were errors of latitude 
and longitude which were corrected in the new. 
And I doubt very much whether the Senator can 
find an exact copy of the map used in the treaty, 

sr itbe in the possession of a private indi- 
vidual, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, if the map 
cannot be had, the difficulty suggested by the 
Senator from Mississippi may be obviated by an 
amendment, directing the Secretary to furnish the 
map, “if it can be conveniently obtained.” Now 
‘his map would cost more than the Senate would 

willi.g to pay, and more than the Senator from 

*xas anticipates, if, as the Senator from Missis- 
‘ppl says, itcan only be procured from private 
individuals, in whose possession it is. I would 


suggest the amendment that I spoke of a moment 


0 
Mr. RUSK. The resolution is to obtain pre- 
cisely euch a map as was attached to the treaty. 
fore L introduced this resolution, | had a con- 
Penny with the publisher of the map. He in- 
ormed me that he had the plates of the map that 
were used in the treaty, and could furhish a thou- 
ao copies in eight or ten days at one dollar a 


ai HALE. If I understand the Senator from 
en this isa map = all New Mexico on 
de, 


west side of the Rio 
It is just such a 
Guadalupe Hidalee, 


Mr. RUSK, (in his seat.) 
83 was used in the treaty of 
Mr. HALB. * And it is now propcsed to buy a 
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On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded | 


h accompanied the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, | 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I hope the Sena- | 


ew Mex- | 





| 





| go on. 
procured, that everybody may understand the || P 
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thousand copies of this map, which puts all New 
Mexico on the west side of the Rio Grande. Now, | 
to make it fair and even, [ think we ought to buy | 
an equal number of maps putting New Mexico on ! 
the east side of the Rio Grande. The proposition |, 
now is simply to buy a thousand copies of an ar- || 
gument placing New Mexico on the west side of || 
the Rio Grande. I will not occupy the time of the 
Senate on this matter, but I hope there is to be an | 
end to this. [should like some committee of the | 
Senate to find out how many agents of maps, and 
books, and ships, and railroads, and pensions, and 
of everything else, there are besiegingthis city at 
this moment, and getting these resolutions passed | 
morning after morning. I am opposed to this || 
whole system from beginning to end, and have | 
voted against it, and shall do so again. i] 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, so far as IT am 
concerned, I have no acquaintance with any agents | 
of maps, or anybody else, that tries to get reso- | 
lutions through during the morning hour. This || 
matter is debated and discussed here. This map | 
was made part of the treaty, as a description of | 
boundary. The observations of Senators have | 
gone forth denying the Rio Grande as the map of | 
Texas, and others affirming it. 
matter of material evidence, if the discussion is to 
All that I ask, is, that these maps may be | 


4 





matter. If the Senator from New Hampshire | 
wants this matter covered up, if he desires that no | 
light on the subject should go before the commu- 
nity, let him object to the resolution. That is all | 
I have to say. 
Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, there have fre- | 
quently been applications for the publication of | 
books and maps, but it does seem to me that this | 
has less ground to stand upon than anything of 


the kind I have lately seen or heard of in the Sen- || 


ate. Sometimes we aid in the publication of a 
work which contains valuable commercia! or geo- | 
graphical information, when the publisher or author | 
is notable todo ithimself. But here is a map that | 
has nothing peculiar in it, that gives no original | 
information. 
boundary of New Mexico ina particular way, and | 
in reference to this treaty. That is all. And | 
every member of the Senate knows just as well 
what that map contains as if it were hanging be- | 
fore hiseyes. Weallknowit. We know every- | 
thing that is on it, so far as it respects this question | 
between Texas and the United States. Now, | 
what earthly use or propriety is there in our pur- | 
chasing a map of that description for this purpose? | 
I would be very happy to oblige the Senator from 
Texas, but really it seems to me that there is no | 
just cause for purchasing the map. I therefore | 
move to lay this resolution on the table. 
Mr. WINTHROP. I trust my friend from | 
New Jersey will withdraw his motion for the pres- | 
ent. 
The motion was withdrawn. 
Mr. WINTHROP. Mr. President, I desire 
only to detain the Senate a single moment on this | 
subject. I am one of those who usually have | 
voted, whenever I have been in either of the legis- 
lative halls.of Congress, for printing or distributing | 
any reasonable number of copies of any useful or 
valuable work, which might be proposed by any | 
one. And, sir, even now, I should not be dis- | 
posed to object to the resolution proposed by the | 
Senator from Texas, merely on the ground sug- 
gested by the Senator from New Hampshire, or 
on that suggested by the Senator from New Jer- 


sey. But there seems to me to be one substantial || 


ground upon which we may object to this pro- 
ceeding. M 


This map is a || 


It merely happens to lay down the |, 


own reason, certainly, for voting to | 
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distribution of these maps among the people of 


the country. It looks like an appeal to public 
sentiment upon this question of boundary, with a 
view to a future and protracted panei ay Is 
seems to me, sir, that it is altogether too late to 
appeal to public sentiment on that subject. Our 
duty is not to make the issue before the country; 


|| it ig to make the issue here, and to settle it without 


’ 


further delay. The best interests of the countr 
call upon us to settle it in some way which shall 
take the subject entirely out of those controverted 
questions to which it does not rightfully belong, 
and the amicable adjustment of which ii so greatly 
tends to embarrass and postpone. 

For myself, therefore, sir, | shall vote for laying 
this resolution on the table,on the simple ground that 
I desire—although it may be possible that no bill 


|| may be presented here for which | can vote—yet 


that I most earnestly desire to be able to find some 

proposition, some measure, some bill, upon which 

I may unite, now, at once, with other members of 

the Senate, and with the other branch of Congress, 

in running the boundary line between New Mex- 
| ico and Texas, and in thus putting an end forever 
to all further controversy upon that subject. 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President 
Mr. PEARCE. I ask the Senator from Texas 
to be kind enough to allow this subject to be post- 
oned. 

Mr. RUSK. Very well. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1! move, therefore, that the 
further consideration of this resolation be post- 
poned tll to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HONOR TO MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 

On motion of Mr. CLEMENS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
| lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of conferring by law 
the brevet rank of lieutenant-general on Major General 
Winfield Seott, with such addiuefal pay and allowances as 





|| may be deemed proper, in consideration of the distinguished 


services rendered to the Republic by that officer during the 
late war with Mexico. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I move to refer the resolution 
to the Military Committee. 

The PRESIDENT. It must be adopted, and 
then it will go to the committee as a matter of 
| course. 
| Mr. HALE. I do not want to detain the Sen- 

ate a moment, but i think this resolution ought 

not to pass, even by way of inquiry. 1 do not 
want to give countenance to any such measure, 
even by silence. I think it is wrong, utterly and 
totally wrong, for an infinitude of reasons. I will 
not go into them, but content myself with ex- 
pressing my dissent to this measure, totally and 


|| entirely, in ail shapes and phases, gow and forever. 


Mr. MANGUM. 


| hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 


1 am not atall surprised at the opposi- 


|| tion of the Senator from New Hampshire. | think 


| that on various occasions, when the Senate was 
conforming to the well-established rule of voting 
thanks for services which had been rendered by 
distinguished and illustrious officers, such is the 
horror with which all military successes on the 
part of the United States seem to be invariably 
| regarded by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
| that he has stood forward alone to oppose them. 
This was the case both in reference to the late 
President and to General Scott. I hope the reso- 
|| lution will be adopted, and the subject referred to 
the committee. 
The resolution was adopted. 


i TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 
| Mr. PEARCE. I now ask the Senate to take up 





lay the resolution on the table, if that motion 
should be renewed, will be, that I am unwilling,. 
for one, as an humble member of the Senate, to 
vote for any resolution which contemplates a pust- 

nement of the settlement of this question of 

undary between New. Mexico and Texas. | 
believe, sir, there is nothing at this moment which 
the interest and peace of the whole country more 
emphatically demand than the settlement, in some 
way or other, of this precise issue. 

Now, if the distribution of one thousand copies 
of this map were about to lead to that result, I 
would most cheerfully vote for the proposition. 
I would vote at this moment for supplying every 
Senator—if the Senate are without th 
tainly am—with a copy of*this map, for his own 
immediate use. But this resolution looks to a 


em, as I cer- | 


| the bill for the settlement of the Texan boundary, 

| which [ introduced yesterday. 

|| The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate postpone 

| the orders with a view to take up the bill making 

| proposals to the State of Texas for the establish- 

| ment of her northern and western boundaries? 
Mr. WALKER. What orders is it proposed 
postpone?» 

The PRESIDENT. All the previous orders. 
Mr. WALKER. Is it intended, in piain Eng~ 

| lish, to postpone the bill for the admission of Calt- 

| fornia ? 

| The PRESIDENT. No; certainly not. That 

|| is not among the general orders; it is a special 

order. 
| Mr. FOOTE. If the Chair will allow me, I wilt 
| state that it 1s confidently anticipated that this 


|| to 
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SS eae 
put itin such a shape as would be mosta - || of the bill for the admission — 
ble to its friends, wid the California bill might || into the Union, of California as as 
await final action upon it. I make the suggestion, Mr. YULEE submitted a substitute 
because it would be preferable to myself. sections) for the bill, which he desi “ fo 
| Mr. FOOTE. So far as the matter now brought ee a the table in order to be printed red to } 
to our notice is concerned, that need not operate jection being made, the ame : : 
| as an obstacle, because I shall myself offer an || drawn. . ndment was wit), 
wes If || amendment presently which will, | think, oceupy Mr. TURNEY moved to strike out 
about it, itis a matter.of less importance, but. in- || the attention of the Senate to-day. I think so. 1 || enacting clause, and insert as follows: 
asmuch as we are within fifteen minutes of the | am sure none of us would desire to prevent the || _ When itshall:be made toappear to the P, i 
time for taking up the California bill, the effect of || Senator from Florida from speaking at any length || United States, by satisfactory evidence, that Tete OF the 


’ . * . ; : : : . || habiting the Territory of California, in 
tines — to supersede it || upon this subject, with all the aid which he ex Tewvidrey as ts ouiee a mUCh OF sig 


\ 


4 


bill can be given consideration and acted on during 
the morning hour. I trust, therefore, that it will 
be taken up, i 
Mr. DAYTON. I regret very much to inter- || 

} 


tat al ee ple 
AJ 


ee 


i 


fere ar a!l with my friend from Maryland. 
Mr. PEARCE, (in his seat.) Ldo not care about 


it. 
Mr. DAYTON, If the Senator does not care 


all after the 


) 


A a a ae tak 


that is to be the effect of this motion. As to pase- 
ing it through this morning, before the morning 


hour has elapsed, that is out the question, it strikes | 


me, f.am not ready to vote upon it, and there are 


tion, | have no doubt. 


yesterday. 

this morning, 
Mr. FOOTE. 

Senator from Maryland accedes to it, and I hope 


the Senate will accede to it—that, in order to give | 


Senators time to consider the bill, it should be 


taken up now; and, as it is one of great import- || 
ance and urgency, | will move to make it the spe- || 
cial order of the day for to-morrow at half-past | 


eléven o'clock. : | 
On a division, the motion. to proceed to the con- | 


sideration of the bill was agreed to—ayes 25, noes || 7 
" ‘ F || tant bill, and, though T am free to say that I have 


il. 1] 
The PRESIDENT. The bill is now before the 


Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and is open 
to amendment. 
Mr. FOOTE. 
special order of the day for to-morrow at half-past 
eleven o'clock. ; 
Mr. PRATT and other Sewatrors. Goon now. 
Mr. FOOTE. Oh, very well, if you wish it. 
Mr. GREENE. Oh, no. I hope not. We 
took the bill up with the understanding 


The PRESIDENT. Really, Senators must ad- || 


dress the Chair. Gentlemen cannot be permitted 
to converse acrosa the Chamber. 
Mr. FOOTE. Then I make the motion to post- 


pone the further consideration of the bill till to- | 
morrow at half past eleven o'clock, and make it | 


the special order for that time. I think, if Sena- 
tors will examine the bill, that we can dispose of 
it by twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. YULEE. I weuld suggest to the Senator 
from Mississippi, and to the friends of this bill, 
without intending to interfere at all with their con- 
trol or management of it, whether it would not be 
as well to go on with it to-day ? 
as well as ta-morrow? 


Mr. PEARCE. 


opposition to it, and Tam rot disposed to press it 
agninet that opposition, [ hope, however, that by 


to-morrow Senators will have had time to consider | 


the bill. 
Mr. FOOTE. I will state, as a reason for not 
going on with the bill now, that several Senators 


around me voted to take it up on the understand. | 


ing that it should be postponed, 80 as not to inter- 


fere with the California bill. That being the case, | 
I think that we ought in fairness to sustain the || ' ¢ 
7 I hope, || posed of in this way. 


under ali the cireamstances, that it will be agreed || 


motion to postpone it till to-morrow. 


advance of the California bill, and that course 
would be more agreeable to me, for the reason that 
the amendment | desire to propose as a substitute 
for the California bill is a lengthy one, consisting 
of some forty-odd sections, which it might be de- 


sirable should be printed for the information of the | 


Senate, and greater convenience to myself in dis- | 
cusaing.it before it is taken up, I will also.sa 
that, from the suddenness with which the Cali- 
fornia bill has been taken up for action, I have not | 
been able fully to prepare and arrange the refer- | 
ences | shall desire to make to material documents | 
connected with the discussion. 1 should suppose 
that we might make some 


bill of the Senator from land, and we might 


Lem not satisfied that this bill | 
should be taken wp in advance of the other; for | 


It cannot, therefore, be || 
passed through this morning, in my opinion, and || 
I object to taking it up and giving ita place in ad- | 
vance of the bill that we had under consideration | 
| hope the motion will not be pressed || 


I rise to suegest—lI believe the || 


i| State, 
The motion was agreed to, and the bill was | 


I move now. to make this bill the 


Why not to-day } 


If the Senator will allow me, | 
I will estate that [ should be very glad to go on || 
with it now, but T find that there ts considerable | 


ress to-day with the | 


has alluded. The nation will, I am sure, be equal- 
"ly edified as ourselves by anything coming from 
| the Senator from Florida on this subject, 

The further consideration of the bill was then 





| o’elock, and made the special order for that time. 


SHIP CANAL AROUND ST. MARY’S FALLS. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 ask the Senate to take up and 
read a second time the bill granting to the State of 
Michigan tre right of way and a donation of the 


public lands for the construction of a ship canal | 


sround the falls of the river St. Mary’s, in said 


| taken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 


| the Senate. 
Mr. BUTLER. I regard this as a very impor- 
not fully considered it, yet I think it indicates 
some new provisions, different from bills of a sim- 
| ilar character which have already passed, and to 
which I objected atthe time. [It does not propose 
| to give alternate sections, as do the other bills to 
| which | refer, making donations of public land 
| for the building of railroads and canals, but seems 
| to he a general appropriation of so much land to 

build a road in Michigan. I move that the bill 


|| lie over until to-morrow. 


Mr. CASS. I trust the Senator from South 


Carolina will see, on reflection, that further delay | 


is unnecessary. This bill provides for the open- 


| ing of a communication between Lake Superior || , ‘ 1 
|| the consideration of this measure. 


and the great lakes upon a lower level, and lying 
between it and the ocean. 


about three-quarters of a mile will accomplish the 
object. 
result would he greater in comparison with the 
means employed. Now all navigation into Lake 
Superior is interrupted, and a double commercial 


with Great Britain, if such a canal is not con- 
structed, we should be compelled to build and 


| Michigan, and Erie, and the other to defend the 
| upperlakes. A very small part of the additional 


| expense rendered necessary for a temporary pur- || 
y P P || of the House. 


pose would construct this work, and make it per- 
petual for all the objects of peace and ‘war. As 
the great landholders upon Lake Superior, we 


could take no measure which will more enhance the | 


value of our property. The bill secures the rights 
of the United States in the most effectual manner. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
and TI cannot consent that it shall be at once dis- 
Tam opposed, on princi- 


tinguish in favor of this case. It may be all true 
| what the Senator says, that this canal will be of 


| States, but it is not proposed that the United 
States shall make the improvement, and have it 
| under its jurisdiction; for, as | understand it, it is 
| to he made hy the State of Michigan. 
Mr. CASS, (in his seat.) The United States 
cannot make it, 
Mr. BUTLER. IT know that it could not, and 
| there is the difficulty; and, therefore, as I am not 
prepared at this time—whatever I may do here- 
after, I cannot say—to give my assent to the bill, 
I hope it will lie over. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


pects to derive from those references to which he || pit as the boundaries of the State of Californie 


|| in convention, have agreed to aline not furth 


, || habitants of the United States, the said 8 
€ | postponed until to-morrow, at half-past eleven |; 
a great many other gentiemen in the same situa- || 


|| is hereby declared toextend to the Pacific oc 
|| Said eighth section, together with the compr: 


Mr. FELCH then moved to fill sundry blanks | 
in the bill, as suggested by him; which amend- | 
|| ments were agreed to, and the bill was reported to 


This difference in ele- || 
| vation is about twenty-one feet, and a canal of || 


There is not in the Union a work whose || . * y 
| it is formally disposed of. It can be laid on the 
|| table, and taken up again immediately after the 





_marine has to be supported above and below the || 
Falls of Ste. Marie; and in the event of a war | ; : 

? | the bill will be laid on the table, and will so ap- 
| pear on the Journal. 


equip a double fleet, one to defend Lakes Huron, | 


T have not considered this bill, || 





ple, to this giving the public lands to railroads, or || 

ig || any other work of the kind; and I eannot dis- || 
Mr, YULEE. It appears to me that it would | 

be better te proceed with the Texan boundary in | t , é 

| great importance, so far as it regards the United 


the parallel of 35° 30 north latitude as the énether FOUTH thay 


of said State, and limited the representat 7 boundary 


Said Ru 
sor we 


tat oe 
may be adinitted into the Union, upon the Protas 


the President, upon an equal footing with the Original 

| “Serc.—. And be it further enacted, That the es 

| 36° 30’ of north latitude, known as the Missouri ¢ 7 

| mise line, as defined by the eighth section of an act roe mp 
‘An act to authorize the people of the Missouri Terr 

to form a constitution and State government 


to one Representative until after the next censy 


i . : . a 
| admission of such State into the Union on an e nate te 
with the original St ee to prohibit slave 


A al foori, 
TY in certain 
she, and the sim 


ean: and the 
MISE therein 


effected, is hereby revived, and declared to be in fy) ¢ 
| and binding for the future organization of the Territnrn 
the United States in the same sense, and with the same “ 
| derstanding with which it was originally adopted.» |” 
Mr. TURNEY supported his amendment, ang 
| the debate was continued by Messrs. DOUGLAS 
| TURNEY, and FOOTE. ; 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Ronear G. 


| Territories,’ approved March: 61h, 1820 





| Campsett, Esquire, his Private Secretary, 


Mr. BERRIEN. I ask the indulgence of the 
| Senate for a moment to make a suggestion, | 


|| understand that the Executive message which hag 


_ been received relates to the Texas boundary. We 
| have a bill on the subject which has been made 
the special order for half-past eleven o'clock to. 
morrow, and with the assent of the chairman of 
| the Committee on Territories, I ask the unani- 
| mous consent of the Senate that the bill now unde? 
| consideration be informally passed over, mere! 
| to receive, read, and order to be printed this Exe. 
| cutive message. After that, we can again resume 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I presume unanimous con. 
sent can be given for the adoption of this course, 
| and a formal postponement of the bill obviated, 
Mr. PRESIDENT. It mars the Journal, unless 


reading of the message. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well, sir. 
The PRESIDENT. With that understanding 


The PRESIDENT then communicated to the 
| Senate the message from the President of the 


|| United States. 


[The message will be found in the proceedings 


Mr. DOUGLAS moved, and the message was 
ordered to be printed. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS moved, and the California bill 

| was again resumed. 
The question was stated to be upon the amené- 
| ment of Mr. Turney, and, being taken by yeas 
and nays, was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bariwwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, 
Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Turney, and 
Yoler—%4, 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 
Cass, Clarke, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts, | ayton, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, 
Ewing, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Norris, Phelps 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Bpruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, 
Upham, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, and Witthrop—2. 

Mr. FOOTE submitted an amendment. whieh, 
after debate’ Messrs. CASS, BALDWIN, 
FOOTE, DAVIS of Mississippi, and BUTLER, 
was variously modified, so as to be a proposition 
granting the assent of the United States to a div's- 
ion of California by the line of 36° 30’. . 

After further debate, the amendment was with- 


Mr. YULEE submitted a substitute for the bi, 
The substitute contained forty-odd sections, and 
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naan 008 the existing government in Cal- 
jpeniay not as 8 State, but as a territorial govern- 





consideration of Executive business. 
The motion was ruled out of order, 


wr. YULEE commenced a speech in support of 
the substitule, and then gave way to 


ihe bill be postponed till to-morrow. 


ghich were ordered, and being taken, resulted as 


follows: 


wr,and Yulee—19. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, 


Curke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickin- || 


am, Dodge of Wisco sin, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Greene, 
fale, Jones, 


Whitcomb, and Winthrop—3v. 
& the Senate refused to postpone the bill. 
Mr. YULEE as his remarks, and in a few 


moments gave way t 


Mr. BADGER, who moved that the Senate ad- | 


journ. And, the question being taken, the Senate 
refused to adjourn, by the following vote: 


yeAs—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- | 


rien, Butler, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Hunter, 


King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Soulé, Turney, and 


F ve—18. 

"V \Ys—Mesers. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass, Clarke, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Norri-, Phelps, Seward, 


Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, | 


Wales, Whitcomb, and Wirthrop—30. 

Mr. YULEE again resumed his remarks, and 
afier some time, gave way to 

Mr. SOULE, who moved that the Senate ad- 
journ. And, the question being taken, the motion 
was negatived by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Rell, Butler, Davis || 
of Mississippi, Dickinson, Downs, Hunter, King, Mangum, | 


Mason, Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Soulé, and Yulee—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Cass, Clarke, Cooper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, D idge 
of lowa, Douglas, Ewing, Feich, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, 
Jones, Norris, Pheips, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, 
Swurgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Whitcomb, and 
Winthrop—28, 

Mr. PRATT moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS raised the point of order. No 
business had intervened since a like motion had 
been made and rejected. 

The CHAIR sustained the point of order. 

_Mr. SOULE moved that the bill be postponed 
till to-morrow, 

A debate ensued upon the respective powers of 
endurance of the friends and the opponents of the 
bill, and upon the propriety of sitting the bill out 
to-night; in which Messrs. ATCHISON, UN- 
DERWOOD, BUTLER, FOOTE, YULEE, and 
MANGUM, ‘advocated the postponement, and 
Messrs. DODGE of Iowa, DOUGLAS, and 
DICKINSON, opposed the postponement. 

Mr.MANGUM moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DAYTON called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
resulted in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Barnwell. Bell, Butler, Davis 
Of Mississippi, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Man- 
ful, Mason, Moron, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Souté, 
Turury, Underwood, and Yulee—21. 

NAYS—Messre: Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Clarke, Davis 
o! Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dvdge of Jowa, Douglas, Ewing, Feich, Greene, Haulin, 
et Norris, Seward, Sunith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Upham, 

aes, Walker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—25. 

The question, recurred. on the motion to post- 
pone, and it was also rejected, as follows: 

_ YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Barnwell, Beli, Davis of Mis- 
*ssippl, Downs, Poo, Houston, King, Mangum, Morton 


rca oe, Suulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and 
the e 


_NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Clarke, Davis 
° Massachuseits, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
awa, las, Ewing, Jones, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
ham, Wales, Waiker, Whitcomb, and Whiuthrop— 
Mr. YULEE resumed his remarks, and had pro- 
ceeded about ten minutes, when 

Mr. SOULE called the attention of the Chair 
‘o the fact that there was not a quorum present. 

The CHAIR directed the Sergeant-at-arms to 
count the members present. After a pause, 

The CHAIR announced that there was a quo- 
rum present. 


The amendment occupied some time in its read- | C 


Vir, DAVIS, of Mississippi, who moved that | 
Mr, DOUGLAS demanded the yeas and nays, | 
yeas—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell. Ber- | 


gutier, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, | 
Sort King. Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Soulé, Tur- | 
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Mr, YULEE again resumed, and after he had 


spoken a few sentences, 


Mr. SOULE again called the attention of the 


The Sergeant-at-arm counted the Senators pres- 


ent, and» 


The CHAIR announced that there was no quo- 


rum present. 


Mr. DOUGLAS inquired whether there could 


| be a call of the Senate ? 


The CHAIR replied there could not. 
Mr. SOULE moved the Senate adjourn. 
And the question being taken, the Senators 


| present refused to adjourn—yeas 7, nays 23. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the Sergearit-at- | 
arms be directed to go after the absent members, 
and bring them to the Senate. 
was agreed to. 


And the motion 


The PRESIDENT directed the Sergeant-at- 


8 to bring in the at J 
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, ba ce ee See members 


Roruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Waiker,> 


After some considerable delay, 


Mr. DOUGLAS said that, as several of the || 
_ friends of California who had promised to stand 
| by the bill had gone home and abandoned her, he |, 
_ moved the Senate odjourn. 


And then the Semute, at five o’clock, adjourned. 
[A fuli acerunt of the day’s debate will be found 


_in the Appendix.] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Jugust 7, 1850. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. RICHARDSON (no objection being made) 


|| gave notice of his intention, on a future day, to ask 
leave to introduce a bill granting a portion of the 
|| unsold public lands in the county of Greene, in 
| the State of Illinois, to the White Hall Male and 
| Female Academy and Orphan Asylum. 


THE DEAF, BLIND, INSANE, &c. 
Mr. McCLERNAND said, he wished to make 


| an inquiry of some gentleman upon the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 
some time since a resolution bad passed the House 
instructing that coramittee to report a bill granting 
a township of land in each State for the purpose 
of supporting, or assisting to support, an institu- 
tion for the benefit of the deaf, the dumb, the blind 
and insane. 
| committee. had reported such a bill? or whether || 
| they might be expected to report such a bill soon? 
He hoped some gentleman would answer the in- 


uiry. 
, The SPEAKER said, this conversation was 
| out of order, and could be only carried on by the 
unanimous consent of the Heuse. 

The SPEAKER proceeded further to call the || 
| committees. 


It would be recollected, that 


He wished to Know whether that 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked and ob- 


tained leave to withdraw from the files certain pa- || 


ers. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he would like to 


reply to the inquiries of the gentleman from IIli- 
| nots. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 


bama cannot proceed, unless by general consent. 


No objection being made— 
Mr. COBB proceeded to state, that, in conse- 


quence of the absence of the chairman and the 
indisposition of many of the members, the Coim- 
mittee on Public Lands had had but few—perhaps 


not more than two—meetings since their action 


| upon the resolution whith they had last reported. 
| At one of these, they had had under consideration 
| a bill, introduced very early inthe session, to re- 
duce and graduate the prices of the public lands. 
| The committee, he would state, had acted favora- 
| bly upon this bill, and had placed it in the hands of | 
a gentieman who was autherized to report it to 

the House. At the last meeting of the committee, 


(yesterday,) the resolution referred to by the gen- 


tieman from Illinois had been brought up, and 

tponed, in consequence of the committee not 

The committee in- 

tended, he was sure, to act upon the subject, and, | 

a no doubt, atan early day would report a 
il . 


able to act upon it. 


CLAIMS ON PORTUGAL. 


Mr. HOLMES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution; 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate (if not incompatible with the public 





hair to the fact that there was no quorum pres- | 
. || ent. 
Me SOULE moved that the Senate proceed to || 
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| interest) the amount of the several claims of the United 


States against Portugal; the nature of those claims; the 


| correspondence upon the subject, both at Washington and 


Lishon, between the two Governments; also, the amount 
ant natere of claims preterred by Portugal against the 
United States, ahd ail the correspondence between the two 


Governments, 


The SPEAKER said, if no objection was made 


| the resolution would be received, 


No objection being made, 
The resolution was received. 
Mr. WENTWORTH suggested to the gentle« 


| man from South Carolina to modify his resolution 


by adding a proviso, viz: ** Provided that it be not 
incompatible with the public interest.”’ 

Mr. HOLMES accepted the suggestion, and 
modified his resolution according! y. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. Do I understand that 


| the consent of the House is given to the gentle- 


| man from South Carolina to introduce this reso- 
lution? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has heard no ob- 
tion. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The resolution, then, 
is before the House for consideration ? 

The SPEAKER rephed, that the resolution was 


|| before the House, and the question would be upon 


its adoption. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he would avail him- 
self of the present opportunity to notice certain 
reports which had no doubt prompted the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Hoimes} to move 
the pending resolution. lt had been published in 
the newspapers of this country—extensively pub- 
lished—that Mr. Clay, our chargé d'afluires near 

| the Government of Portugal, had been instructed 
| to make a final demand upon that Government for 
| payment of certain claims due to citizens of the 
| United States, and which had femarmed unpaid 
| since 1814; and that in the event of the refusal or 
| failure of the Government to answer satisfactorily 
| upon the subject, a squadron of the navy of the 
| United States had been ordered to open a cannon- 
| ale upon the city of Lisbon. Mr. McC. sai he 
| had noticed these publications, and he supposed 
there was no other authority for them than the 
| fact that two of the ships of war of the United 
| States had been seen in the Tegus, before Lisbon. 
He had considered these reports to be wholly an- 
| founded, and had not deemed them worthy of se. 
rious inquiry. 
Mr. HILLIARD (interposing) desired to in- 
| quire if he had understood the chairman of the 








| 





| Committee on Foreign Affaire to say that he had 
information showing that any fleet, or any poriion 
of the naval force of the country, had been ordered 
to Portugal, with a view of enforcing our claims, 
or intimidating that Power ? 

Mr. McCLERNAND replied that he had been 
making a statement, by implication, the very re~ 
| verse. 

These reports (he continued) attributed to the 
Executive of this country a power os absolute 
| over peace or war as that which appertained to 
| the Executive of the-most despotic Government of 
| Europe. The President of the Unived States pos- 

sessea no power under our Constitution of gov. 
ernment, ether to declare war, or to declare a 
blockade in timeof peace. These powers, by the 
express grant of the Constitution, belong to Con- 
gress, and any attempt to exercise them by the 
Executive, without the previous consent of Con- 
gress, would bea most dangerous usurpation of 
authoritysuch an usurpation as would be uni- 
versally condemned in thiscountry. He had not 
supposed, and did not suppose that the President 
had been guilty of any euch usurpation. 

It was probably true, that our chargé d’ effaires 
at Lisbon had been instructed to make a final de- 
mand upon the Government of Portugal, and thatin 

| the contingency of the failure or re‘usal of that 
Government to answer thedemand sutisfactorily, 
one of our vessels had been ordered to receive 
Mr. Clay, and to convey him home. This was 
oe all that had been done under the orders 
| of this Government. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, said that the 
| newspapers of the morning stute that Mr. Clay, 
| the chargé at Lisbon, had demanded his passports, 

and was preparing toleave his post, and that the 
American ships of war bad sailed from the Tegus, 
Under these eircumsiances, a communication from 
\the President will, doubtiess, shortly be made to 
| Con yand the object of the proposed imaquiry 
| will thus be accomplished, without interference on 
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the part of this House, which, therefore, need not 
move in the matter. 1 therefore object to the con- 
sideration of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER ruled that the objection came 
too late, as the resolution bad been received. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired if the resolution, being 
a cail upon the departments for information, must 
not lie over one day under the rules? 


The SPEAKER stated that this objection also || 
came too late, the resolution having been taken up || 
and been under consideration for some time, and || 


the Chair having announced the question upon 
agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. ASHMUN called for the reading of the 
resolution, it was read. 


Mr. ASHMUN. As the information we have 


a delicate one, and that a delicate negotiation is at 


this time pending, | suggest to the gentleman || ligerent. ay ' 
from South Carolina, the propriety of allowing the || comport with the honor and dignity of this nation, 





| 


i} 


i} 
| 


| 


resolution to lie upon the table for one day, to give || 


time for reflection. 
Mr. HOLMES replied, that the subject was one 
of two much importance, involving as it did inter- 


national affairs, and perhaps the peace of this | 
country with a highly respectable, though com- | 
yaratively small power of Europe, for him to have | 


introduced this resolution without much and seri- 
ous reflection. The State which he represented 
had a direct interest in the matter, as affecting the 


rice trade and the Madeira imporis, and hé felt it | 


his duty, as a member of that branch of the Gov- 


ernment invested with the function of declaring || recognized. 
war, to demand of the Government all the infor- || 


mation in respect to proceedings which might 
involve us in difficulues with foreign powers. 
This House had on former occasions been guilty 


i} 
1] 
| 

| 
| 
| 


| 





of negligence in @uffering the Executive branch of || the gentleman from Massachusetts, but~the pre- 
the Government to proceed so far as to make it a || vious question having been moved, debate was not 
If || in order. 


point of honor ‘* that we should declare war.’’ 


we were intrusted by the Constitution with the || 


power of making war, we were expected by the |) (Mr. Harris} to withdraw his demand for the 


people, whore rights and interests, and honors | 
were involved, to watch all the proceedings of the | 
Executive which might by possibility lead to that | 
war, On the present occasion, a demand is made | 


upon Portugal for indemnity, arising from the || 


capture of the General Armstrong, an American | 
privateer, by*a British fleet, in the year 1814, At, 
that time we were at war with Great Britain. | 
Portugal was a neutral power. The General | 
Armstrong was lying in the port of Fayal, under | 
the guns of a fort, and was captured by a British | 
fleet. The fort was manned by eight men and 

had two old guns. 

The owners of the privateer General Armstrong , 
claimed, through this Government, indemnity from 
Portugal, as a neutral power suffering a capture in 
her waters. 

To this demand Portugal replies her inability, 
with her small force, to have protected, and de- | 
raands redress from the British Government, 

The British Government agree to indemnify the | 
families of those persons who were killed in Fayal, 
bat refuses indemnity for the destruction of the 
General Armstrong, on the ground that the priva- 
teer fired the first gun. Our Government, appar- 
ently satisfied with the answer, suffers the matter 
to drop. In the last few years, however, the | 
owners of the privateer again urge upon the Gov- | 
ernment their claim for indemnity. Two succes- | 
sive Administrations refuse, through their Secre- 
taries of State, to revive the claim, \The last | 
Administration, however, through. Mr. Clayton, | 
Secretary of State, think proper to revive il, and | 


| tion I might have at first had as to the propriety 


|| acter as to demand a moment’s notice, and require 


|| support; not on account of the merits of the reso- 
| lation itself, but in order that no misrepresentation 


| by implication at least, said that the Executive 


| 


to make a peremptory demand of the Portuguese 
Government; nay, even refuse to submit the mat- | 
ter to arbitration, on the ground that it is a private || 
cluim,—ae if all Government claims are not on pri- | 
vaie account, except where injury has been done |, 


to national property; as if the claims between | 


Great Britain and ourselves, submitted to arbitra- |, 


tion at the treaty of Ghent for indemnity for ne- 
groes carried away were not private; as if we did | 
not sabmit our private claims against Mexico to | 


the arbitvation of Prussia. But, under this flimsy, | 


untenable pretext, arbitration being refused, our | 
«+ chargé ot Lisbon” is ordered to make a final de- | 
mand, andan American fleet makes its appearance | 
off Lisbon. Europe becomes startied at the intelli- | 
gence; members of the British Parliament justify | 
their threatened reprivals against Greece from the | 


attitude assumed by us in an. Now, it is | 
trv that we knew the feet not have been || sure. And now that the gentleman frofa South 





| do not absorb all the other powers of the Govern- 
; ment. 
main, as far as possible, neutral; and it does not | 
through the public prints shows that the matier is || become us to set an example of onerous exactions 


authorized to enforce the indemnity; but the ques- 
tion arises, how came so large a fleet in the Tagus? 
Itmay have been without authority; it might have 
been a pleasure excursion. But whatever may 
have been the cause, it behooves us to know that 
cause. 

There can, therefore, be no impropriety in 
making of the Executive the request for the cor- 
respondence in guestion. 
coming in this House, intrusted with such great 


Execuuve, which has so long been on the increase, 


It is the policy of this Government to re- 
for other neutrals, when we happen to be a bel- 


in contest with a weaker power, upon a mere ques- 
tion of indemnity for property taken or destroyed, 
to submit the matter to arbitration. And if the 
facts be as stated, | trust that this House will 
legislate upon the matter, and pass an act to sub- 
mit to arbitration. 1 must, therefore, insist upon 
my resolution. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, remarking that he 
apprehended the House would not desire to go into | 
a debate upon the resolution, moved the previous 
question. 


Mr. ASHMUN addressed the Chair, and was 


Mr. HILLIARD appealed to the gentleman 
from Illinois to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER stated that he had recognized 


Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to his colleague 


previous question, to enable him (Mr. McC.) to 
express an Opinion as an offset to that of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, on the merit of the 
claim growing out of the case of the General Arm- 
strong. He differed with the genueman upon that | 
point. 


I hesitate not to say that it will best | 


And it is surely be- || 





Mr. ASHMUN said, he hoped the previous 
question would be voted down, to afford an oppor- 
tunity to answer the remarks of the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. HARRIS said, as there seemed to be a 
general disposition to go into this debate, he would 
withdraw the call for the previous question, 

Mr, ASHMUN. Whatever of doubt or hesita- 


of introducing, or the expediency of adopting the 
resolution of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, | now have none. The remarks which have 
just fallen from that gentleman, are of such a char- 


that the resolution should receive an ufanimous 


nor misapprehension should be permitted to take 
hold of the popular mind. That gentleman has, 


has, in the measures adopted for the enforcement 
of the claims against Portugal, exercised’ powers 
not conferred upon him by the Constitution or by 
Congress; in other words, that he has, without 
the previous authority of Congress, presumed to 
exercise the war power. Now, sir, if any such 
thing has been done, or is proposed to be done, |, 
for one, desire to know it, and to denounce it, and 
to call upon this House to condemn it; as ina for- 
mer instance it emphatically did. 

The gentleman alluded to the case of the unau- 
thorized exercise of the war power by Mr. Polk, 
in ordering the army to the Rio Grande, by which 
the Mexican war was precipitated upon us; and 
seemed to express a fear that @ similar act was 
now about to produce similar results. Sir, | 
have no fear that the late President, (General Tay- 
lor,) nor the present one, (Mr. Fillmore,) will 
ever be guilty of any such usurpation, If they 
should, | will be one of the first and the loudest 
in the denunciations which such an act would de- 
serve; and I am sure that every gentleman on this 
side of the House will, as they did in the case of 
Mr. Polk, cheerfully give a vote which should fix 
upon the Journals of the House, its emphatic cen- 


‘cereal ttn ileal tying afi 
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Carolina (Mr. Houmes] has throw inti 
sioun-Aisah ansible anon eee paca 
done, I desire that there should be the full 
freest, and deepest research, by any resolutic ~ 
may bring in. Let the Executive Deparim..,. 
probed to the bottom, and my word for it, c, 


tence for any such intimation or ici 
ea Suspicion can 


When this resolation was first read, I confess 


that it did seem to me to be premature. Tj, 
interests as war and peace, to inquire into these | © Cons 
| startling events; and to see that the power of the || 


dition of our relations with Portugal! are 


of the most delicate nature; and, indeed JUS how 


» from | 


| reports which have to-day reached us by telezraph 


it is quite clear that the Administratio 
have received as yet official informati 
state of the negotiations which have been in p 

ress in Portugal. No satisfactory anewer's 
therefore, be given to a call upon the Executing 
The gentleman says that Europe is alarmed t 
that this matter has been spoken of in the Brit h 
Parliament. Sir, I do not think there is any dan 
ger, or cause for alarm either here or in Euro . 
at all events, the language of the gentleman vill 
hardly contribute to allay any existing Apprehen. 
sions. The very expressions which he hag no 
used are well calculated t more harm inp the 
respect than anything else; and as a means of 


e ’ 
D canng, 
On Of the 


| preventing any such harm I shall row be compelled 


to vote for his resolution, in order that j; ma 
be shown Uy the answer which it wil! draw forth 
that there is now not the slightest foundation . 
any Suggestion in any quarter that the Adminis. 
tration has, by the use of the war power, don 
anything which endangers the peace of the coup. 
try or of the world. 

Mr. HILLIARD said: I entirely concur wij, 
the remarks made by the gentleman from Mass. 
chusetts, [Mr. Asuman.] If there has been, op 
the part of the late Admunistration, any act trap. 


| Scending its legitimate authority, affecting our re. 


lations with Portugal, it should be made known 
the country. If the late Administration was dj. 
tinguished for anything, it was for a scrupulous 
forbearance to usurp power, or to employ the 
power which belonged to it, so as to involve the 
country in war. Our relations with other nations 
were rigidly observed, and every obligation which 
rested upon us faithfully regarded. 1 bear this 
public testimouy to the honorable and satisfactory 


| manner in which they conducted our foreign inter- 


course, with great pleasure, because I found myself 
compelled to dissent from some of the domestic 
policy which it recommended. 

I hope, therefore, that the resolution of the gen. 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Hoimes,) will 
be adopted, and that it will be promptly and fully 
responded to, that the whole country may know 
how unfounded %@ the statement lately made in 
various forms, a8 to some measures resorted to by 
the late Administration to enforce the payment of 
certain claims against Portugal. 

1 do not suppose that there is the slightest danger 
of any stretch of power by the present Admius- 
tration; on the contrary, | look for wise and pru- 
dent measures. The Executive department isin 
safe hands. The country has, in the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Webster, a guarantee for an elevated 
and noble policy. is large experience—his 
statesmanlike views—his conservative characier, 
inspire the greatest confidence in the future man- 
agement of our foreign afiairs. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed, and 
(Mr. Huusarp yielding the floor,) inquired 
whether, in speaking of the enlarged and statesman- 
like views of the Secretary of State, he designed 
refer to his recent letter in relauon to Texas and 
New Mexico? 

Mr. HILLIARD. There is no appropriatenest 
in the question. 1 cannot, of course, undertake al 
this time to discuss that subject; it would be 
wholly out of place; but I shall be happy to dos 
when itcomes up. 1 shall not now even intimate 
an opinion in regard to it, but L shall merely sy 
that lam confident Mr. Webster will amply via 
dicate any positions which he may think proper @ 
assume, when the issues come to be made up. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Hoxmes] remarked, that our course towards Por- 

had been criticised in the British Parliament. 
I trust, sir, that we shall never imitate the course 
of the British Government towards Greece. Ae 
attempt recently made to enforce a claim agains 
that Gover t, in behalf of British subjects, by 


the aid of a British fleet, met the condemnation of 
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ied to by a powerful nation to intimidate a weak 
. ] hope that the present Administration will 

characterized by just moderation in conducting 
ur foreign affairs, and in treating our domestic dis- 
yrbances. Force 1s always to be avoided ina 
gonstitutional government, where there does not 
exist an absolute and imperative necessity for em- 

ring It. 
HOLMES inquired of Mr. Hiruarp, if 
he was opposed to the course pursued by the 
British Government towards Greece, why he 
jid not aid him im passing his resolution in re- 
























































¥e, Portugal ? 
nd Mr. HILLIARD resumed. The gentleman 
ish misconceives me: while | approve the foreign 


slicy of the ate Administration, and while | have 
just confidence in the Administration which has 
‘ust entered upon its duties, I am decidedly in 


Ne favor of the resolution before us. 

w | hope that the resolution will be adopted, and 
8 promptly responded to. I think the response-will 
of show that no such course as has been apprehended 
Hl has been pursued, or is at all likely to be. 

yy Mr. MCCLERNAND requested the gentleman 
h, from Alabama {Mr. Hiruiarp] to yield the floor 


to him (Me. McC.) for a few moments, 

» Mr. HILLIARD having yielded the floor, 

Mr. MeCLERNAND proceeded to say, that 
the opinions expressed by the gentleman from 


South Carolina [Mr. Homes] rendered it neces- || 


i sary that something should be said in relation, at 
least, 10 one of the claims against the Government 
of Portugal. The.gentleman from South Caro- 
. lina had said that the claim growing out of the 
? case of the General Armstrong was invalid and 
, unjust; that it was such a claim as ought not to 
| be made, or attempted to be enforced by this Gov- 
; ernment, Upon an investigation of the facts of 
, the case, he (Mr. McC.) differed from the gentle- 
’ man from South Carolina. What were the facts? 
In the year 1814, during the existence of the war 
, between the United States and Great Britain, the 
brig “ General Armstrong,” on the 9th of Sep- 
| tember left New York, and arrived at Fayal, in 
the Archipelago of the Azores, on the 24th, he 
believed, of the same month. She entered the port 
for the purpose of taking in water. Whilst lying 
there, one or more British vessels of war appeared, 
under circumstances which excited the suspicions 
of Capt. Reed, of the General Armstrong, as to her 
designs, To avoid anything like collision between 
the American and British vessels, the American 
vessel was brought immediately under the guns of 
the caStle; but, notwithstanding this, armed men 
from several vessels approached the American 
brig. They were warned off, but in vain. The 
consequence was that a conflict ensued. The 
point intended to be made was this: Portugal, being 
a friendly Power, failed to maintain her neutrality, 
and, by so doing, became responsible for the de- 
struction of the ** Armstrong”? by the British force. 

At this point in the remarks of Mr. McC., 

Mr. ROOT interposed to a point of order, and 
was understood to submit that it was not in order 
for a gentleman to yield the floor to another to 
Make a speech. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had repeatedly 
made that decision. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he had nearly con- 
cluded all that he desired to say. 

The SPBAKER interposed, and said that the 
point of. order having been made, the Chair must 
tule the gentleman out of order. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I was about to say—— |, 


The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The Chair re- 
peais, that the point of order having been made, 
the Chair must enforce the rule. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. Did not thé gentleman 
from Alabama {Mr. Hittiaro] yield the floor to 
Me unconditionally ? 

The SPEAKER. f the gentleman from Ala- 
bama {Mr. Hitiarp] had yielded the floor un- 
conditionally, as the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 

cCLERNAND] suggests, it would have been the 
duty of the Chair to recognize another member as 
entitled to the floor, because the gentleman from 
oat ote bosrngeh the Heat on the 

ject. e ir could onl ize the gen- 
Uleman from Illinois on the groan nd that the gentle. 
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of Europe, and was, I believe, se- || man from Alabama yielded the floor to him for the } The SPEAKER. The demand for the previous 


| Question is not withdrawn. 


oy the States : ; 

vere animadverted on by the liberal party ia || purpose of sapiens, 
gigland. 1 havea great abhorrence of that mode || Mr. McCLERNAND. I was about to say, | 
af pressing claims, and especially when it is re- | that — 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois | 
cannot proceed with his remarks if the point of | 
order is insisted upon. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I hope, then, that the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Hizuiarp] will 
proceed to—— 

Calls to order. 


And the SPEAKER said, the gentleman was | 


not in order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I shall only say, in con- 
clusion, that the presence of some part of the 
American naval force near the coast of Portugal 
was not intended to intimidate. that Government 
or to enforce our claims; at least | am very fully 
satisfied that it was not the purpose of General 
Taylor’s administration to extort the payment of | 
the claims by such anexpedient. Ifa fleet should 


be sent to the mouth of the Tagus for any such | 


purpose I should unhesitatingly denounce it asa 
monstrous usurpation of power, and an unworthy 
attempt to employ force on the part of a great 
nation against a feeble one. | could never approve 


| any such policy, nor could | respect'a Government 


which adopted it. 
Mr. BAYLY. I demand the previous question. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, expressed his 
degire to say a single word. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


| Virginia (Mr. Bayty] withdraw the demand for |, 


the previous question. 


Mr. McCLERNAND desired to request the | 


gentleman frem South Carolina [Mr. Homes] to 
modify the resolution. é 

Mr. STANTON appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayiy,] to waive his demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY. How long do you desire to 
speak ? 

Mr. STANTCN. Not five minutes. 

The SPEAKER, This conversation is out of 
order, Does the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


|| rolled Billa, made a re 
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Is there a second? 
There was a second. The main question was 


|| ordered, and, being taken, the resolution was 
adopted. 

| Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 

| self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on Ea- 
port. 

Mr. FOWLER rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He desired to move a reconsideration 


|| of the vote by which the resolution in relation to 


the claims on Portugal had been adopted. 
The SPEAKER, There w already a privileged 
| question pending, the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Bayuy,} that the rules be 


| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Does the gentieman, continued the Speaker, (ad- 
dressing Mr. Bariy,) withdraw the mouon ? 

Mr, BAYLY aaid, he did not withdraw. 

So the motion of Mr. Fowxrer was not enter- 
tained. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, and decided in the affirmative, with- 
out a division, 

THE POST OFFICE BILL. 

So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations out of the reve- 
nues of the Post Office Department for its service 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 185}. 

The pending question was on the amendment of 


| Mr. Cuanpier, inserting the following: 


Por rearranging Mes of quarterly returns, and providing 
boxes and cases, and the arranging, indexing, and Milng 
vouchers in the archives of the office, @1,50u.”’ 

Mr. CASEY moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out * five hundred’? and inserting 
‘six bundred,”’ so as to read $1,600. 

Mr. C. brietly explained the necessity and pro- 

| priety of the amendment of Mr. Cuanpier; and 
vindicated the present Auditor from the wnputa- 


Barty} withdraw the demand for the previous || tion implied in Mr. Porren’s remarks of yester- 


uestion? 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, I will withdraw it. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. STANTON proceeded. 
say (he said) that in putting to the gentieman from 
Alabama [Mr. Hittiarp] the question | did, it 


fidence in the general prudence of Mr. Webster, 
the Secretary of State. I have no doubt that in 


I simply desire to | 


|| day, thatif the papers had been disarranged the 


disarrangement had taken place since Mr. Wash- 
, ington left the office. 
Mr. C. withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, renewed the amend- 
ment, and contended that the appropriation con- 


! | templated was entirely unnecessary. 
was not my intention to express any wantof con- | 


Mr. B. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. TAYLOR renewed it. Heurged the adop- 
tion of the amendment of Mr. Cuanpusa, upon 


the affair with Portugal, he will conduct the nego- || information received by him (Mr. 'T.) as to ite ne- 


tiations with prudence. 


This 1 say, without || cessity and propriety. 


He withdrew the amend- 


knowing anything about the manner in which || ment. 


these negotiations have been conducted hitherto. | 


Lam willing to submit the matter to his hands, 
and to believe that the country will in all proba- 


Mr. CASEY renewed it, and briefly replied to 


|| the objecuon of Mr. Brown, of Indiana, 


Mr. C. further urged the importance to the 


bility be safe. My object was, while the gentle- |! public interests of this appropriation, and rep- 


man from Alabama [Mr. Hittiarp) was express- 


ing such confidence in the large experience of Mr. | 
e 


bster, to inquire whether he (Mr. Hizriarp} 
concurred with the Secretary of State in regard wo 


| resented its necessity. Ee withdrew the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 
| Mr. POTTER renewed it, and reiterated his 


belief that the appropriation was unnecessary, and 


the matter to which he (Mr. 8.) aliuded; desiring || further referred to the facts to sustain that opinion. 
at the same time to express his dissent from Mr. | He said, when Mr. Washington had rearranged the 
Websier, and to say that he (Mr. 8.) had no con- || papers, he had asked for no increase of clerks; and 


fidence in the prudence, or propriety of these 
views, but precisely the contrary. 


tion. 
Mr. McCLERNAND, 


{Mr. Hoxmes,] in relation to his resolution. 
Calls to order, 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I have no doubt—— 
The SPEAKER,  (interposing.) Objection is 
made, 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I only wish to say that 


if the gentleman will—— 


The SPEAKER, The gentleman can only pro- | 


ceed by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The pre- 
vious question 18 demanded. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. so 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr, Fowren.) Does the 
gentleman withdraw the demand ? 

Mr. FOWLER. 1 do not. 





_Mr. FOWLER. 1 demand the previous ques- || 


| NOW, as they were giving ten or filteen addiuontl 
clerks to the Aaditor’s office, this application came 
with a very bad grace, 

Mr. POFTER withdrew the amendment to the 


1 wish to make a sug- || amendment. 
gestion to the gentleman from South Carolina, 


The question recurred upon the amendment ori- 
| ginally offered by Mr. Cuanpier. 
|| Mr. JONES asked for tellers. 
i| Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Waxpo and 

Oc.e were appointed. 

The question waa taken, and the tellers reported 

‘| —ayes 47, noes 75. 

| So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. POTTER moved an amendment, to sirike 
| out from the appropriating clause of the bill the 
|| words ** arising from the revenues of said depart- 
| ment,’’ and to insert the words ‘‘ not otherwise 
| appropriated,”’ 
|| Mr. BAYLY raised the point of order, that 
| this was the precise amendment that had been 
| aeted upon before and negatived, and that it was 
|| therefore out of order. 
| The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
\ and decided that the amendment was in ordes. 
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And the question being on agreeing to the | Would the gentleman try to make this commit- 


amendment— . 


tee believe that the Representatives of the United 


Mr. POTTER said, he wanted only to call || States would be deterred from reducing the rates 
the auention of the committee to this question, || of postage, because $200,000 of the appropriate 
that st might not be decided, as the motion to strike || légitimate expenses of the Post Office Department 
out the first section had yesterday been decided, || were required to be paid out of the pockets of that 
without @ great many knowing what the queation department? The gentleman was wrong in sup- 
was. The vbject of the amendment he explained to || posing that the appropriation contained an item 


bs to restore this appropriation to the civil and diplo- 


matic appropriation biil, so as to make it a charge | 
upon the Treasury, and ot upon the Post Office | 


fund, whichshouldnever be burdened with it. ‘The 
object of throwing this burden upon this fund, he 
said, was to defeat the efforts of those who were in 
favor of the reduction of the rates of postage. It was 
proposed to charge not only the expenses of franked 
matier, but the expenses of the department in this 


these, the expenses of the naval steamers. It was 


part of the navy of the Unied States, but they 


navy, and incorporated in it whenever they were 
needed; yet it was proposed to make them a 
charge upou the Post Office fund. He should not 
wonder if, sooner or later, the expenses of the 


Post Off 6. 

tie withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he did hope that this com- 
mittee would vote down this amendment. If it 
was ihe purpose of Congress to charge any portion 


of the expenses of the Post Office Department || 
upou the General Treasury, let them do ut di | 


} 


Navy Department should be charged upon the | 


| 
| 


| the transportation of free matter. “Again: there | 


| was now in the naval appropriation bill, reported | 
ey upon the Post Office fund; and in addition to || 


for the salary of the Postmaster General. That 
was paid for out of the general Treasury, and 
was provided for in“the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. This appropriation was right— 


its proper place was in the Post Office appropria- | 


tion bill. ‘The Government was now required to 
pay $200,000 to the Post Office Department, for 


by the Committee of Ways und Means, an item 


| of $874,600, for the support of the mail steamers; 
true, he veheved, that these steamers were nota || 


and not one dollar of the receipts from the mails 


| went into the Treasury, but it was all put into the 


were designed to be called into the servic€ of the || Post Office Department, as part of its funds. Here, 


| then, was a million of dollars paid out of the gen- 


eral Treasury for no other purpose but to carry | 
the mails of the Post Office Department, for the | 


| entire benefit of jt—the Government had no credit. 


| expenses of the transportation of the mail, or the | 


reculy—not in this indirect way, which led to a || 


vast deal of misunderstanding in the country. 
We heard it frequently said that the Post Office 


here were the whole expenses of the post o 

in this city, which were put upon the generai 
‘lreasury. Now, he appeuled to the committee, 
with a view to simplify the whole matter, thac 
they might be able to understand it readily, that 


géntiemen might not be obliged to go into calcula- | 


i 


| 


lon, and to examinations of various appropria- || 


tion bills, to ascertain what were the expenses of 
the Post Office Department, to avoid these diffi- 


i] 
i} 


culties, he appeated to them topat all the expenses || 


of the Post Office Department upon the depart: || 


ment; and then, iit was the pleasure of Congress 
Lo give it aid, (in commderation of the transportation 


them give it by direct appropriation. He was 
opposed to ihts roundabout, improper mode of 
legislutron. 

He withdrew the amenJment at the request of | 

Mr. ASHMUN renewed the amendment, for 
the purpose of saying that he hoped, of the efforts 
of gentiemen in the House and im the country for 
the reduction of postage were to be defeated, it 





would be done directly and not in this roundabout 
way The Committee of Ways and Means had 
attempted to defeat it by introducing into the Post | 
Offive appropriation bill charges which had never | 
been put into it before—an item of $220,000—for | 
tie purpose of intimidating this House from votng 
for the reduction of postage. Now, had this | 
Government always been losing, and this Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Meare this year just found it | 
out? The salary of the Postmaster General and | 
hid webordinate officers in this city were no proper | 
charge upon the Post Office Department; but, like | 
ihe salary of all the other Heads of Departments 


These officers “for whom this appropriation was 
intended, were the legitimate officers of the Post 
Office Department itself, and their expenses were 
as legitimately a charge upon the department as the 


pay of the deputy postmasters. Because the ap- 
propriation had never been made in this way be- 


fore, did it make it wrong to doso now? The || 


proper mode was “to live and learn,” and pro- 
gress in the great science of government, as in 


|| all other sciences. -Did not any gentleman know 
Depa: tment was a sell-sustaining establishment ae 
ce 


that if the rates of postage were reduced, and the 
receipts fell short of meeting the expenses for two, 
three, four, or five years, there would be a ma- 
jority on the floor of Congress to appropriate, to 
make up the deficiency? And the apology of the 
friends of cheap postage would be, that the system 
would in time afford sufficient revenue to meet the 
expenses. The Government always had paid the 


deficit, and he hoped it would do it again. He | 


withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. CARTTER renewed it pro forma, and said 


he was in favor of the proposition of the Com- | 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 


| 
| 


| 


and their assistants, ought to be paid out of the || 


Treysury. They migtt as well say that the | 
Secrewry of War or the Secretary of the Navy, | 
with ther assistants, should be paid out of the | 
revenues of their respective departments—that our | 
army and our navy stiould earn enough to pay | 
their expenses, 


LHe wished the committee to understand that the | 


| 
j 
' 
} 


| 


purpose of introducing this appropriation into this 


Lill, was to defeat the great object which so many 
menibers of this Heuse, and so large a proportion | 
of the people of the country , desired to accomplish— 
ibe reduction of postage. 

Mr. JONES said, he thought the gentleman from | 
Maseachusetts, in the first piace, was not only en- | 





tively wrong, bat that he was unauthorized in aay- || 
lig twav the Committee of Ways and Means had || 


put this appropration mm the bill tor the purpose of | 
d ieuiimy, ma roundabout way, the cheap postage 
sy sum of some pordons of the country. Thetwo 

subjects had nothing to do with “one another. 


; 
| 


’ | and for this reason, he was satisfied that economy 
of tranked matter or for any other purposes,) let || in the administration of the affairs of this Gov- | 


ernment could never be realizéd until it was known | 


how and for what purposes the money was ex- 
pended—until there was a systematic and simpli- 
fed disclosure of the ways and means by which 
the public treasure was consumed. He regarded 
the confusion that rested upon this subject from 
the intricacy of the appropriation bills for the sup- 
port of the various branches of the Government, 


as the greatest artifice for concealing from the peo- | 


ple the manner in which the public treasure was 
expended. For this reason he was for setting 
down to each department of the Government its 
appropriate charges, and making each department 
answerable for these charges. He did not mean 
by this remark to assume that each department 
should sustain itself. That was impossible. He 
favored it simply-as a means of detecting and bring- 
ing to light the expenditures of the public money. 
Another reason why he was disposed to favor 
the proposition of letting the public know to what 
extent the Post Office Departinent rested upon the 
public Treasury, was, that there was a movement 


on foot in this House to make the Post Office De- | 


partment entirely a charge upon the general Treas- 
ury. For what purpose? For the purpose of 
raising an appeal on the part of the Represenfa- 
tives interested in that project for re-creating a 
high protective tariff. This ‘was the concealed 
motive that lay under this effort at makiog the 
Post Office Depariment a charge upon the general 
Treasury. 

Now, he was willing to go as far as the self- 


| Sustaining principle would justify in the reduction 
| of postage. 


If any matter was to circulate free 
through the mails, let it be newspapers, and gen- 
eral inteHigence. But let those interested in pri- 
vate correspondence bear its burden. It was a 
principle of personal equity that they should. 
‘There was no reason why the man, who did not 
employ the agency of the Post Office, should bear 
its burdens for the benefit of those who did em- 
ploy it. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Again; although he was willi 
should vote, Were patutlen of ange Ls a bake = 
standard of five cents upon the letier, he on 
terly opposed to a reduction at this tine bel ut 
that standard, for the reason that at the pre oy 
rates, the post offices and post roads of the inter; 
of the country as well as the country poeta. 
were barely sustained; and he was satisfied — 
would be utterly ruined if they were at once to ty 
duce all postages to the standard of three ng 
He was in favor of progressing deliberate! pr 
perimentally, in this system o reductione ’ 7 
them try the reduction to five cents, and ascerta 
whether the department could sustain itself u 
it. If it could, in due time the experiment of 
further reduction might be tried. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER renewed it, and said, I coneur 
Mr. Chairman, in much that has been Said by 
those gentlemen who have favored the Proposition 
now under consideration; and especially in what 
has fallen from the honorable chairman [Mr 
Potrer) of the Post Office Committee. The peo. 
ple of the country demand cheap postage, ‘Tj, 
demand is reasonable, and must be res)onded tp 
|| favorably, sooner or later. It ought to be thus 

responded to without further delay, 

Cheap postage for the people of the Unite 
| States isa practicable matter. The success which 
|| has crowned the ten years’ experiment in oy 

fatherland, rebukes the cavils of incredulity, The 

| theory, which once rested on calculations and ar. 
| guments only, has been demonstrated by a trig. 
| process So simple and so sure, that no one ought to 
|| hesitate. 
‘l'he post office is the great social machine that 
| is designed to facilitate personal intercourse be. 
tween the people throughout the country, and thua 
to advance society in all its great interests. [t jg 
under the influence of that interchange of thought 
which cheap postage will secure, that our coun- 
irymen will rise, advance, and expand in whatever 
constitutes the real strength of a nation, and the 
true glory of humanity. Make this interchange 
of thought difficult and dear, and you stifle inqui- 
ry—you chill affection—you clog enterprise—you 
| chain freedom. 

Cheap postage for the people is the great desid- 
eratum of the people; and it ts our duty—aye, itis 
|| our privilege, to give them what they so reason- 
|| ably demand. Let the franking privilege be abol- 
ished—let a uniform rate of postage with prepay- 
ment for all distances, be adopted—and let every 
|| branch of the business of the Post Office Depart- 
ment be conducted with system, vigor, and econo- 
|| my; and every man, woman and child in the land 

may send and receive letters at two cents each, | 
|| call for action! I insist upon a voTE. I wij not 
withdraw the amendment. 
have the QuesTION. 

Mr. POLTER called for tellers on the amend- 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Porrer and 
Corwin were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 80, noes 54. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
being offered to tie first section of the bill, the sec- 
ond section will be read. 

The second section of the bill having been 
read— 

Mr. JONES said, that he would now offer the 
amendment of which he had yesterday given 
notice, He moved to strike out the secend sec- 
tion, and insert in lieu thereof that amendment. 
[See amendment, pp. 1522-3.] 

‘The amendment having been read, 

Mr. JONES said, he had offered it in lieu of the 
second section which had been reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. The peneeeare 
appropriated precisely the same aggregate amoun 
The section Noatied’ by the Committee of Ways 
and Means made an aggregate appropriation of 
five millions two hundred and fitteen tho 
one handred and sixty-seven dollars, for va- 
rious branches of the Post Office service for the 
current fiscal year. His amendment made appro 
priation for each one of the several branches of the, 
service as they had been estimated for by the Post- 
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